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OCCULTATIONS FOR JULY AND AUGUST 1951 .y~
Date Star Hos Mags Time (EST) Limb
JULY
20 3068 - . - E—.G 10:53.6 B B
o 105 . 4.6 1:58.4 AN B
AUGUST :
18 3353 E\ .8 3 54 1 AR - B
23 539 12:38.2 AN B
' ’ ' - - = J,H. Motes and J.E. La.nld'ox'&
METEORS FOR JULY AND AUCUST 1951 -
Shower Approx, Badiant Date Maximam No/ fr. Duration
‘ ' RA . DECL. (mys)
Delta Aquarids 3400 -170 July 28 = 20
Perseids - b7 57 Iugust 12 - 50 25
: - ~ = = The Observers Handhodk
RASC

'COMET NOTES FOR JULY AND AUGUST 1951
. Bulletin Vos 1315 of the Bureau Central -Des
Telegrammes Astronomiques, of the IAU reports the following
comet ephemerides -

Periodic comet Kresek (1951-f)

July 3 Rebe . . DECL. o ! Mag.
: 14h 19m 17 33 116
L300 1k o5 12, 3 "

Comet Minkowski (1950~ b)
“Dr., Jorge Bobone, of the Cordoba O'bservatory roeports
the following ephemeris for comet 1950-b w:Lth magnitudes
worked out by the "4th power law'.

Date R.A. TECL MAG.
H M- 0 '

July 3 ¢ 15 ~11 43 _ 11.0
13 g9 17 1 35_ 11.3

23 g 19 - 11 40 11,3
August 2 g 22 - 11 57 11.7 -
12 9 24 ~-12 o4 “11.7 ¢

22 9 27 i3 0 11.9
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NOTES OF THE SUMMER SKIES

The swmer skies present a wide variety of clusters
and nebulase for your telescope. Almost all of. these ob-
Jjects lie near or in the Milky Way, particularly 1n the
region from Scutum to Sagittaring and Scorpious.

Here one third of all the known globular clusters
are located. Near Antares are three fine examples, M
to the northwest of Antares, M0 between antares and Beta
and M19 between Antares and Theta Ophiucims. Between the
stars Gamma and Eplison Scorpius-is M62, 'a cluster well
worth finding, To end this short list of summer clusters
we mast add M5 in Serpens. This object, very bright and
very large, has only one equal in the sky; Mi3,

To continue our survey of nebulae. and clusters we
take up the open cluster: Starting at the northern end
of the Milky Way, in the head of Cygms. .There we find
M39, a fine large cluster. The.only other large o'bject
of this type is M7l in Sagitta.

As for diffuse and planetary nebulae there are ex-
amples of these in our summer skies, The besgt of the-
diffuse nebulae are found in the Scutum Sagittarius
region. M8, the Trifed, MZ0 the lagon and M17 the Horse
Shoe are all very fine. The two planetaries that are ‘
large enough to be seen in a small telescope are the
Ring Netula in Iyrae, small bub brighit; and the Dumbell
in Tulpeculae, a large and bright object. '

For the observer of these faint objects a good
star atlas is indispensible. The writer suggests
Yorton's Siar Atlas or Atlas of the Heavens as.the
best for such work. Remember such work requires eyes
which are adjusted to the dark. Five mimutes in &
dark room before observing and a red filter over the
light will help the observer a great deal.

' ~ = = J, H, Motes
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THE PLANETS FOR JULY AWD AUGUST

MERCURY is poorly placed for observation during the
month of July but becomes an evening star during .
Mugust. Greatest eastern elongat:.on is on the 3rd of
August but the planet is still in an unfavourable

position.

VENUS is an evening star seen low in the west at

sunset during July. In August it may still be seen
very low in the west., Greatest Williancy is on the
29¢h of July when it may be seen at magnitude -4,2.

MARS 1is too close to the sun for observation during
July. -In Mogust it is in Gemini and Cancer, rising
about two hours before the sun.

JUPITER rises shortly after the sun sets, and domin-
ates the south-eastern sky for the rest of the nights
of July and lugust. On August Yth it begins retrograde
motion among the stars.

SATURI\T is in Vlrgo, west of Spica, well down in the
south~west at sunset and setting a few hours later,

during the months oi‘ July and fagast.
——— J. Weinstein

PHASES OF THE MOON FOR JULY AND AUGUST 1951

-« Phage July Angust
' D H M D HE M
New Moon % 7 Ly 2 22 39
First Quarter 12 4 56 10 12 22
Fall Moon 18 19 17 17 2 K9
Last Quarter 25 18 59 2t 10 20

NB. All times are in Greenwich Civil Time (UT)
To get EST subtract 5 hours and be sure to
change date if necessary.

' = - = The American Ephemeris and
Nautical Almamac for 1951
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REPORT ON THE A.A.V.S.0. CONVENPIQN

The recent A.A.V.5.0s convention got off to a roar-
ing start on the evening of Friday, May 11, when Dr. John
Hall lectured on—the YEffects of Scintillation of Stars®
at Georgetown Urniversityls Copley Lounge. Dr. Hall's
lecture- In¢luded his recordings of the noise produced when
the scintillating light of a star fell upon a photo-
electric cell. After the lecture, Father Francls Heyden
was our host and gnide at the Georgetown Observatory. -

Bright and early the next morning, during the pro--
cedure called "Business session and papers!, John .
Tankford read his paper discussing various theories on
the variation of Novae. TIunch was served in the Haquire
dining room of the University, and photographs were
taken shortly afterward.

That evening the convention was treated to a buffet
supper on the Georgetown Ubservatory lawn. and later,.we .
enjoyed a tour through the Naval Observatory.. The, tour
included the 12¥, 26", and LO" telescopes.

Sunday morning, we engoyed an interesting tour .
around the National Bureau of Standards’ Sterling Field™
Laboratory, where we saw the huge German Radar sets that
were converted to receive and record Solar "Noise". At
one o'elock that afternoon, we were the guests of Dr.
John P, Hagen of the Radio Astronomy section of the Naval
Research Lab., who escorted us to the new fifty foot |
parabolic reflector that is now ‘being iged for radio
observation of the sun and stars.

The %0th Anmial Spring meeting of the A.A.V.S.0
was a great supcess thanks to the combined efforts of
our host Reverend Francis Heyden, and John lLankford's

guest Mrs, Margaret Mayall, the recorder of the A.A.V.5.0.
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