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WATIS CRATER. Word has just been received: thab
one 'of the craters on the moon has been named the
Watts Crater for Dr. Chester B, Watts, Chief of the
Six Inch Transit Circle Division of Waval Observatory,
Hot very meny people are so-honored. ;The announce-

ment wag mads by Dr. H. Perey Wilking of the Royal

Astroncmical Society and the British Astronomical -
Society, one of the world's authorities on the moon,

who spoke to us this past July. The Watts Crater

was formerly pamed Kastner B. It is a small crater
on the extreme western 1limd of the moon, Dr. Watts:
for the past few years has been heading a program
conce;jning the lunar profile, making a study of the
degree of roughness of the edges'.. This work will
result in an atlas which is due to comé out in 1956
or 1957. The atlas will be like a contour msp, giv-
ing a profile of the edge of the moon as it appears
against the sky. [This.work involves very exacting:
research to taoke advantage of the effects of the moon's
llbratlon. Ma:ny geodet:l.c applications will be ros-
sible when the work is finished, among them more pre-
cige measuremen‘hs of the distances beétween continents.
Mr. U, S. Lyons is also associated Wlth this program.
For more particulars, refer to SKY AND' TELESCOEE,

April 1950, page 134,

DESCRIPTIVE ASTRONOMY, a nontechnical survey of the
universe arcund us, will be given each Monday, 7:00 -
9:40 P.M., at Northern Virginis University Center, 1312 -
North Quiney Street, Arlington. Thisis the Extension
Division of the Unlvers:.ty of Vlrglnla. Telephones
J4 7~3125 and JA 8-6660. Registration period is September
1 to September 29. The office is openm from 9:00 A. M,
until 8:00 P. M. Monday through Friday and 9300 4. M, to
1:00 P. Ms on Saturday. The course gives 3 hours credit
and-the fee is $8.50 per credit hour. Classes will be
held in the Washington-Lee High School, Washington Boule-
vard, between North Quincy and North Stafford Streets, in
Arlington. From Washington any Noo 2 WV bus leaving 1lth

and E Streets goes direct to Washington Blvd. & N. Qulncy.
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Jewell Boling, Editor, 1717 P Street, H. W. (6) NO 7-5621
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September 1954

Sept. 11

(Sa,t.) ’

Sept. 12
(Sun. )

Sept. 18
(Sat.)

Sept. 26
(sun.)

STAR DUST
National, Capital Astronomers

SEPTEMBER CALENDAR

"PHE JUNE, 1954 ECLIPSE OF THE SUN," Francis
J+ Heyden, S. J., Director of Georgetown
Observatory. Commerce Auditorium, 8:15 P. M.

EXPLORING THE SKY, Joint program of the HCA -
and National Capltal Parks. Tori Reno Park,
U0th and Chesapeske Streets, ¥. W. 8-10 P, _M. ’
Please bring telescopes: '

-DISCUSSION GROJP. HCA mem'bers’ plctures and
first hand accounts of the June) 1954, eclipse

of the sun. Commerce Foyer, 8:00 P. M,

EXPLORING THE SKY Joint program of the NCA
and National Capltal ‘Parks, ' Fort Reno Park,
40th and’ Chesapeske Stse, Ni-We 7-9 P. M.

Pileage Bring telescopes.

THE. TOTAT ECLIPSE OF THE SUN IN JUTE was one of

the most dramatic and widely publicized evehts of

the year.

Those who were not- lucky encugh to.be 1n

the path of totality were able to watch it om teleé-
vigion for the first time in history. Paradoxically,
the ‘agtronomers who observed the eclipse were too
busy with their instruments to spend rmch time watch-
ing the sun. At its opening meeting of the season,
the National Capital Astronomers will hear the Min-
side story" of the sixzteen eclipse expeditions from
Father Francis J. Heyden who worked with the Air Force
on coordinating this worldwide scwntlflc projecte
Father Heyden was responsible for selecting the sites
along the eclipse path that stretched from Nebraska
clear across the globe to Pakistan. He led the party
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of astronomers that made observations in Iran. Father
Heyden is Director of the Georgetown CObservatory and
an authority on eclipses of the sun.

—Benjamin Adelman

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES FOR 195#—55 SEASON

PRESIDENT Dana Law

VICE. PRESIDENT Bob Rhynsburger
SECRETARY Eligzabeth Goerner
TREASURER John Iund

TRUSTEES: Lyle Johnson
. Grace Scholz

Hoy Walls
{One vacancy)

PROGRAM COMMITTEE: Chairman, Dana Lawj:Ben Adelman; Lyle
Johnson, Grace Scholz; Leo Scottsy Bob Rhynshurger, Hoy
Walls: Iarry White; Bob. Wright.

SPECIAL EVENTS: Thelma Cressy _
DISCUSSION. GROUFS: Anticipated that these w111 be
moderated by various members throughout:the year.
TELESCOPE MAKING: Irene Warthen ;
JUNIORS: Betty Fazekas
OBSERVING CHAIRMAN: ‘Bill Isherwood .
" Custody of Benfer Telescope- see Hoy Walle
To get on list to use 5" at Naval Observabtory -
see Bill Isherwood or Hoy Walls.-
Observing information for STAR DUST - Jarry White

PUBLICITY: Ben Adelman - f

EDITOR STAR DUST: Jewell Bollng

DISTRIBUTICHN: Ione Alston

MEMBERSHIP: Chairman, Elizabeth Goerner, U. S« Lyons:
Mabel Sterns

FACILITIES: Lyle Johnson

IMRLIAMEHTARIAN Paul Davis

CHANGES CF ADD?ESS

Mitchell, Col. Charles H., 041731, Tokyo Army Hospital
8059A.v., APO 1052,C/o Postmaster Calif, -

Stephéns, Stephen V., 302 N. Virginia ive., Falls Church,
Vaa

there will be no organized instruction.
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TELLSCOPE MAKTING: CLASS. Many of the District Recrea-
tion Activities, as well as the NCA sponsored telescope
making class, which have heretofore been held in Roose-
velt High School ‘are being moved to the Girls' Indus~
trial School on Wiscon31n Avemue, The Girls! Industrial
School Building is being renovated and will not be'ready -
until January 1. Unless someone comes up with a suitable:
place for the class to meet during September-December
Irene Warthen in-
forms us, however, that anyone wishing to continue work
this fall may do so at her home at 3008 Wheaton Road,
Kensington, Maryland. Miss Warthen has all the equipment
including all work in process last spring, at her home.
Please write her or see her if -you wish to do any lens
grinding or polishing during Septenber-December.

SEPTEMBER DISCUSSION GROUP on Saturday, September 18
at 8:00 P, M. in the Commerce Foyer will be a bull ges-
sion on eye witness decounts of the June 30 eclipse.

The discussion will be moderated by Bob Rhynsburger.

Those who witnessed the eclipse please bring your pictures
and wet your whistle to say a word or two, for the bene—
fit of usn's who weren't so lucky to see is.

OBSERVATIONAL DATA FOR SEPTEMBER

Mercury is cast of the sun all month but too close
to it for observation: : Venus is at greatest eastern
elongation September Gth and the planet is visible for

. almost two hours after sunset in the southwest. It is

in conjunction with Saturn on the 15th at approximately
§:00 p, m., E.5.Te Mars is still in Sagittarius where
it has been since Aprlin It is visible low in the
south until nearly midnight. Jupifer rises after mid-
night and dominates the eastern sky until dawn. Saturn
is very low in the southwest at sunset and sets about
two hours later.

There are no océultations of bright stars by the moon
in September, .

~—=A, L. White




