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IUNAR OCCULTATIONS-FOR JANUARY

Phase

5

Date Star .

: Mag: E.S.
Dec. 31 . BD # 324900 6.7 6.7 D° " 8:55.6 P.ie
Jan. 101  Pse - 6.2 8.7 D - 7:18,5 P.M.
lL Mu Ari 5.7 9.9 "D - 12:16.0 A.M.
EL— D422 523 6.6 10.8 "D 9:00.5 P.M.
.BD 4220572 6.9 11,0 D ° 2:1.2AM
5 95 Tan =~ 6.2 11.8 D BT P M,
-6 99 - Tau - - 6.0 12,0 /D E:,lw."g B.M,
6-7 1 Gem . 4.3 13.00 D" 222.2 ALM.
12:13 e Teo 5.1 19,1 'R 4:30.7 AM.
26 BD - 395505. - 7.5 2.9 D 7:01.4 p.M,
31 BDL£ 21° W7 6.9 &1 D 11:30.5 P.M,

SPRING PROGRAM FOR THE NCA promises to be one of the
most interesting we have had in years.', Bob Rhynsburger
tells us that we have coming up on March 5 a ‘"Panel -
of Experts" in place of our. regular lecture. " He will
anmmounce the names of the partlolpantsrat the Jamuary
meeting and February STAR" TUST will carry detalrs of the
program. It scunds like a meetlng'no TCA”er w1ll want to
miss.._ )

Bob has alsc given us some advance lnformatlon on the
April program, NCA is going to be exceedlngly fortunate
in having Dr. Cecilia Payne-Gaposchkin, who is the
Phillips Astronomer and Chairmen of thé;Departm nt of
Astronomy at Harvard University, lecture to us. The
tople of her lecture has not yet been énnounced Dr.
Payne-Gaposchkin's speecific field in astronomy has been
variable- Star work and of late has beeén toncerned with
the evolution of stars and galaxies. Shé has written a
number of books, the two latest belng STARS IN THE
MAKING and IWTRODUCTION TO ASTROWOMY. |
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JANUARY CALENDAH e

Jan. & “THE MOUSE “ A NINIMUM INSTRUMENTAL SATELLITE
(Sats) - FOR ASTROPHYSICAL. OBSERVATIONY, Dr. S.. F. -
‘ _Singer, Professor of Astronomy, UnlverSLty of
'Maryland Commerce Aud1tor1um, g:15 P. M.,

Jan, 15 DISCUSSION GROUP with Dr. James Q. Gant, Jr.,
(Sat,) moderating a discussion on "THE MOON - OUR
" . HEIGHBOR, IET'S- GET ACQUAINTED " Commerce
'-Ibyer, 8 :00 P M. .o

Fach Saturday- Morniog, Telescope maklng class with
Irene Warthen at Chevy Chase Commmnity Center:, 5600
block of. Connecticut’ Averme, 9<12 A. M. Miss Warthen's
phone is LOCKWOOd 5—#058: ‘ : ‘ :

I JANUARY PROFESSOH qING;ER w111 present the first
practloal proposal for the next advance into space. Be—
sides being reasonable in cost, Dr.. Singer's "MCUSE,"
(MINIMUM:-ORBITAT SATELLITE OF THE EARTH), is entirely
feagible: dnd-rconld be:constructed and: flown within
the near future. - .A:three-stage rocket would ‘hnrl.
MOUSE, a three~foot hollow ball containing 1nstruments
and a power ‘supply, intoi-an orbit. circling the world-
at an altitude of 190 miles. The little satellite .
would whirl around the globe in 90 mimutes crossing
both the North and South Poles. MOUSE could soar. ,
through the outer atmosphere for five to seven days.
Even the. record breaking rockets spend only three to.
five mimites there so-the data radioed back from just
one flight of a MOUSE would enorimously increase our
knowledge of the extremely important frontier between
the lower atmosphere and interplanetary space.
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TRIP TO FT. BELVOIR PLANETARIUM starts from Depart—
pent of Commerce, 6:30 P. M., Tuesday, Jamuary 2hH. The
srogram (not yet selected) will. last from Y5 to 60 min~
1tes and there will also be ‘exhibits. . .To insure rides
For all, let's.discuss’ this further at the Jamary meet-
ing. T.AKE ROUTE 1 through Alexandria to Ft. Belvoir .
(about, 15 miles). At Ft. Belvoir turn left and ‘enter
zate. Continue straight’ ahead on Belvoir Road about 2
niles to end of parade grounds where cannon are on left.
Make a right turn inte 2lst Street. Planetarium is
second or third building on left, No. 215. T

© w—Thelma " Cressy
) HO 2-2993

THE MOON - OUR '\EIGEBOR will be the genera.l su'bgect
»f the January 15 discussion group to be moderaited by Dr.
James Gant. Dr.- Gand has' made a spec:.alty of . studying the
noon a4t his observatory in Boyds Maryland and would like
to share his knowledge and interest in the moon with us.
Dr. Gant will have slides of his and othér moon pictures.
Dr. Gant would like anyome with moon pictures to show to -
phone him at EM 3-074Y4.. If you are interested in-‘the

JOON we w111 plan on see:.ng you a.t th15 d:Lscuss:mn groui).

PURCHASE OF FUBLIC ADDRESS. EQUIPIENT The trustees
rave wmanimously voted to purchase the. public.address -~

system we used on a trial basis at the December 4 meetlng. .

(ke microphone was -the..sotirce of some noise 50 we are

brying ‘out some differént m:mrophcnes. The set is costing

1s about $120, Bob Dellar, Bob Wright, and Hoy Walls
selected th'e set. . IBo'b Dellar has custody of the equipment.

TEICESCOPES I\EEDED FOR CUB- sCoUT OBSERVA‘I'ION JA’.NU.ARY
L4 or 15.  Please bring your portable telescopes to Car-
ter Barron’ .Amph:r_theater parklng 1ot :!.n "Hock -Creek Park
7 Dello, Friday, January 14 (or Saturdsy, Jamary 15 if
the 14th is-not. clear— not both nights)- to- help the '
Jub Scouts 1earn about astronomy. :

~_..,...__Wllliaz__n L. Isherwoad
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ABQUT 35 ENTHUSTASTS enjoyed Mabel Sterns! December

18 Discussion Group on Observatories. Nine people

gave materiale. NCA members' observatories were feg-.
tured. Dr. Gant, Philip Lichtman, Iyle Jobmson, and
Bob Wright gave thesd reports.
vatories and their work were described by NCA mem.‘ners
" as follows: Georgetown Observatory, Jeff Mecinally;
" Naval Research Laboratory, Bradley Bemnebt;. :
'Intemat:.onal Iatitude Observatory, Robert Misner;

Institutional o‘bser- :

‘Carneg:u.e Institution of Derwood, Maryland, Ellis

' from hlS own airplane.

'NEW MEMBERS

‘ :Marsball. Mr. Benjariin King gave glides on the
" Towell -Cbhservatory area, 1ncluding slides taken

Francis L, Hiett, 1400 S. Barton Street Apt. .1407,

JA 5-0334
Miss Ida Hill, 3722 Harr:.son Ste,

Arlington, Vlrginia. '

15, Do Co  EM 329115

br. E, F. Mostek;, Route 1, Vienna, Vlrg:l.nia JE 2«-914—78
*Farl Cohen; 3214 38th St., N.W., Washington 16, D. Cu:

WO 6-4gg2

OW. ’ Wa.shlngton

*Carol Rose, 504 N. West Street, raus Church, Virginia

JE 2-ho7o

L

CORBECTIONS IN 'I'EIEPHOKE NUIUEBERS

Miss Ru.th He:.sey
Roger K. Smith -
Miss ,Irene'lWarthen_

TME 8-011&1 '

-“-GA L-ggg2..
10 5-14058
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1955 ASTRONOMIGAL LEAGUE CONVENTION

IT'"S TOO EARLY FOR A DEFINITE PROGEAM, BUT...seee -
July 1 through July %, 1955 are the dates for the next
annuzal conference of the Astronomical League which will -
be held at the University of Washington in Seattle,
$ix hundred acres between the shores of Lake Washington
and Leke Union provide the picturesque site for the Uni-
versity of Washington "Halls of Ivy" and the conference
site. The University's sprawling green campus, one of -
the most beautiful im the United States —— is dominated by
Mt. Ranier and is within six miles of downiown Seattle.

Renowned campus theaters, the Washington State Museum,
canoe house, cyclotron, art gallery, and the Arboretum are
among the dozens of points of interest to the visitor.

The architecture remaining from the Alaske~Yukon-Pa¢ific
Exposition of 1909 is in 1tself an attraction of greéeat in-
terest. The University, young in years, old in:traditiom,
. ig the Northwest beacon in higher education. .A conferencs. ..
highlight will be a trip to the Dominion Astrophysical. -
Observatory, the fourth in line of four large and world-
famous observatories that stretch along the Paciflc sea-
board. It rests on the summit of Iittle Saanich Mountain,
730 feet above the sea, and 7 miles north of the quaint and
¥British" city of Victoria in British Columbia. Vacation -
and recreation attractions are virtually unlimited Iin the
Pacifie Northwest. The fisherman has his choice of salt-
water fishing in. the Pacific Ocean and Puget Sound,. fresh
water fishing in the many excellent-lakes and rivers. You
can relax in the scenic wonders of the San Juan Islands, the
Cascade and (lympic Mountains,- Mts. Ranier and Baker; or en-
joy the 193 miles of scenic waterfront of Seattle, the Wood-~
land Park Zoological Gardens, the parks . and golf courses.’

If desired, accommodations for board and room at approx-
imately $5.00 per day per person will be available for
delegates and their families at the new Men's Residence
Hall~~three blocks from the University campus. For further
details write to the Office of Short Courses and Conferences
University of Washington,:Seattle 5, Washington.
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OBSERVATIONAL DATA

Mercury is an evenlng star in January and reaches
groatest eastern elongation on the 27th. Uranus is a
morning star vigible for three hours before sunrise.
Greatest western elongatlon becurs on the 25th. Mars
is low in the southwest and sets over anm hour before
midnight. Jp_giter is well pleced Tor observation this
month, opprosition- occurring on ‘the 15th, Saturn is a
morning star rlsing several hours after midnight.
Uranus - is in Gemmi and will be at oppos:.t:.on on the
16th. . A conjunction with Juplter occurs Jamary 6 and
the planet may be seen by gearching the area around
Jupite:: with a* telescope. :

The d.ate of maxmum mtens:Lty for the QUADRANTID
meteor shower. is J anuary _'i. . This shower averages 20
méteors per hour and the posa.tlon of the . radiant is

_Altha 232%; delta, plus H2%, . On the 15th’at 11:00 P.M.

-

(£.5.7,), the Milky Way. spans the heavens from north to
south passing.. through Cass:Lopela, 'Perseus, Auriga, and
Monaceros- oL S .

OBSERVATION OF’ .A. HALO

On December 2 e.t 73 10 AM., I saw: a. solar p:l.lla,r.
Then. first seen there was.a faint, pink, vertical band

-~ of - 1ight over the posﬂ;lon of the sun. Its width was

" less than the sun's diameter and the band extended from
abont five degrees abové the horizon to t.he base of some
" cumalus clouds at a height-of ten degrees. The. sun was

below thie horizon and the area below- the cunmlus clouds

seemed clear but must have contained thin cirrus clouds.

The pillar .brightened. after the sun. cleared the horizon,
Th'e sun soon rose higher joining the. light- pillar which -
had changed to a brilliant white, This halo was formed
by light which came by reflection from the lower sur-
faces of tabular. ice crystals floating -above the sun.
Plllars may also extend below ‘the .sun, light being re-

" Tlected to an obs&iver by the upper surface of crystals

below the sun. :
-==rA+ Lo White ..



