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S .o C -  National Capital Astronomers
DR, GANT!'S MOONLORE Discussion Group of Jamuary 15 ‘ SR SN N TR S oo AR
saw about 35 NCA'ers getting, better acquainted with - February 1955 -+ ° v © ¥ Yol, 12, Noe 6
moongeographyandltshlstorythroughslidesanddls— { ****’*#%****i***********;#**;* é
cussion led by NCA'ers foremosf devotee. XNelson - . : TR . |
Griges took:z tape recording which.should prove in- ; N FEBRUARY GAIENDAR

t restm 1lstenin at a, later, date: . A i
° s s Feb. 5._;-“THE STUDY oF HW{GGEN GAS . CLOUDS IN OUR , !

(Sat.) , .GALAXY BY RADIO EMISSION", Dr. lawrence..

_ ARMAID. SPITZ showed up w1th Grace Scho}_z and Mabel oy
- Helfer:.and Dr. Howard 'I‘a.tel of the Carné'—

Sterns at the: special junior meeting ‘Saturday, January

22. He demonstrated some new educational devices which -gle Institution,., DE‘P’G' of Terrestrial

will soon be on the market.  One-of:these was a box-type Magnetism, Commerce :Auditorium, §:15 .
_erreiry. One feature is-a screen oniwhich. the shadows_ of : o RN M‘ Lo - T

the planets.can. be: cast:so -that. they appear .to refro- . . ;
gradg just as sean in: the night- sky%v 1\35? Spitz talked - :  TFeb, 13 I?ISCUSSION G'RGIP With BOh Wright.

A
about: the: history.of erreries. from the.18th: century. .- - .(8at.) C%?S?RVING MESSIER OBJECTS .~ NEBULAE, : .- ‘
<When first. invented-they were: calle:i planstarioms.. He..:' TR M&S ERS, -and- GAI%!XIES VISIBLE HITH. .. -.-
. also discussed- the evolution: ofideas about planets-r-...- SMALL TELESCOPES." .. Commerce FOYeI‘ &1 00
~from the ancieni Grecks who-regarded them as gods: totn- - ) P. M. R TLS SRS VRN P
Copermcu.s. founder,of - modern . plane#ary theory. :E’lnally 1 oA .‘;E.:, PR
he described a recent trip to Puerto Rico and-the thrill F?g;t ? ﬁ:gt:.g g;:‘i{o‘;rtqugsﬁmns f;-;lJ‘r Marc:.fbl Panel
of first seeing the Southern Cross in the celestial sky * dato. gU . gdr o g Rhynsbturger by this
after ohservmg it so meny times in the planetarium sky.. ‘ 'thls lsswie sf S;i;enug;stcard-malled with

[

"THE S’J.’BANGE ACEIVITY OF A.RISMRCHUS“ by Dr. James C
Bartlett, Jr., in' the December issue of the GHICAGO
ASTRONOMER, is a highly fascinating account of his in~
vestigation of this phenomentn. He:began thisg work 1n
1949 and expects to finish it in October of. this year,
The §bservation of this' lunar cratem is partwularly .
challenging becanse it is here, if a.nywhere on ‘the
moon’” that peculiar forms of actlvlty are found not
to be conveniently explained away by the time-honored
theory of* difference in the: 1nc1den1; llghtlng. The

spectacular phenomenz occurring are the violet glare,
the extraordinary variability of. thei wall bands, and
the occasional obscuirations in various’ parts of the
crater. Dr. Barblett lives at 300 Rutaw Street,
Baltimore 1, Maryland, and is Verus Recorder for the

Association of Iunar and Planetary Observers.
*************************** .

Feb.. 26  JUNIOR meetmg, T C I-"ubllc Iabrary,,, T
(Sat.) ~.16th Street and Lamoz‘z‘ti LN, W, Brancm"" '
.. Miss Fazekas and . the ,}unlors ha.ve some
1nterest1ng plans for the coming months.
Parents are welcome to brmng youngsters.

7:00 P, M., ix basement meeting room.

Each Saturday morning, 'I‘elescop’e Making 'Class".' w:."l';h
Miss Irene Warthen at Chevy Chase Communi ty Center,
5600 Block of Connec¢ticut .A.vemle, 9 12 A.- M. ‘l‘ele—
phone 'LO 5—%58.

st

THE ‘STUDY OF HYDROGEN &AS CLOUDS IN OUR: GALAXY
BY RADIO EMISSION has led astronomers, in the past
three- years, ‘to change “their ideas about the space
between ‘the ‘'stars. They have d1scovered that space
: ¢ containg- teruous clouds of hydrogen gas. - These
Jewell Bollng, Editor 1717 P St.;: Nﬂ.‘T. (6) NO 7-9621.: . clouds are extremely thin but they are very real.




D B

Their existence was predicted in 1945 by a Dutch astro—
nomer, Van der Hulst and they were first detected in '
1951 by Purcell and Ewing, using sgnsitive radio re-
ceivers. Today, astronomers An Vhshmgton Holland,
Fngland, and Australla. are- busy exaiiining- the. d1str1bu—-
tion of these vast clouds by. the radlo waveg they.
broadeast, They have already made many surpr:.smg
findings which will be described in: this lecture. Dr.
Helfer and Dr. Tatel are us:.ng a. 1arge radio telescope
with a 27-foot parabollc a.ntenna. to trace the clouds in
the spiral arms in our Galax;t. Some of the discoveries
they will repoxt are ‘so recent $hat they have mot yet
been published in the scientific journals. -

Dr. Helfer is a graiuate of..the University of Wisconsin o

who did researc’h at.Yerkes: Gbsewatory on turbulénce in
our galaxy. Dr. Tatel holﬁs 2. Ph.: D. d,egree in physlcs
from Stanford Un:.vers:.t;)h LT
——Ben.)amu} .Adelma.n

I . B
B s DU A

THE JANUARY DISCJSSION GROUR was-on .observing thé
moon. Since the moon is good o'bserving only 4 ‘portlon

.....

something to 1look’ for whe,n the moon is not in. the SkFa-
A very good list of sieh objects is 'the Messier Catalog
which will be the. subject of the Discussion ‘Group on--
February 19. The . program. 'is .in charge of Bob Wright.

: ~==~--Bob erght o - '

YOU MAY OBTAIN COFIES OF .
Time Table of .the Heavens fr})mxI&_ﬁe Alsten  § .20°
Astronomical League Bulletin:+ ..M. ® - = 05"
Canadian Observer's .Handbook ™ John Iund T TWB0
Madison Convention Pro-caedings Grace Scholz $1.50"

DON'T FORGET APRIL 2. Dr. Cec11ia Payne—G»aposchkln,
Phillips Astronomer and Chairman of the Department of
Astronomy at Harvard University lectures to NCA.

1

_- . midnight and v:Ls:s.ble low in the southprn slqr for the resi‘r

.""Thomas W. Douglas,Jr., 3739 Appleton Street I\T..W. (16)

William Doylng
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IUNAR OCCUTTATIONS FOR FEBRUARY *

Date Star . Mag. -Ase ‘Phaso B, gi. T.
1=-2 BD+423° 701 7.1 G.2 7D Wl :
2 - a 121 Tau. 5e3 10.2 . : Dt £ 1 6 :
3 - BD £ 220 1416 . 6.3 11.2 ..D= 2:45.1- :
11 - 12 75 Vir 5¢6 1943 R . Li3T.R
12 = 13 231 b. Vir = 642032 B © 07" |
12 ~ 13 236 b, Vir.  .5.7. 20. a R
27~ 151 B. Ari - 6.7 - "D . [

, OBSERVATIOHAL DARAY . L sessmnie 0wl

Mercury is an evening star. at the beglnm.ng of February. 5

The planet reaches inferior:.conjunction orn the 12th,-
Vemis is a morning star. promlnent in the ‘southefn sky bef
fore - sunrise. Mars is visible.in the.sgowthwest gariy” in‘ L
the evening, moving from.Pisces :to Aries at ‘thd énd “of “the
month. “Jupiter is in Gem:l.nl, well up at sunset and visible -
most of the night. Satursi'is. .in Tidbra, nsingﬂ Just after

wif T

of the night. B
mzw mm& Gore s e
Jamesg Campbell 7 East Melrose Street Chew Chase Md. R
OL 2-5335 - . art o .' e
Fred Fallon, 9202 Second Avenue, SiIver Spring;,_Md.., Cogenn
JU 9-llo9 . vt S

-William Hutchison, 3718 Manor Roa.d Che‘v;‘;‘ Chase Md.. feowe it
CJU 9-bhog
Marc Imlay, 12014 Georgia Avenue,. S:leer Sprmg, Md. SO

LO H~8525 : TR

Michael Kobal, 4431 Fessenden Street N. TI'., Washingtpn,

D. G, B 2593

_EM 2-7158 ‘ S T
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CHANGE IN TELEPHONE NUMBER ™ ~~° - -=='7" ° ‘
OL 2-8438

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Donald Ayers, Apt. 55, 730 North Qakland Street,
Arlington 3, Virginia
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Members of the NCA:

_ 1 want to take_ a few moments of your time $o! tell
you- about a-special type of program we. have’ coming . up on
Maréh 5, 1955. On the. evenmg of tha,t date we will. ha:ve,
- instead of -our ususl lécture program, a "Panel: of . Experts"
consisting ‘of five pmfassmna.l astronémers who are lead-
ing authorltleé An "their flelds. Thege astrofiomers will.
attempt to answer questlons put to them by a moderator.
Thesa questiong ult:.mately will have eome-- from you, the
'members of" the NCA and yonr guests.. R Pt

For thls type of prOgram o, he successful requlres
the assistance and cooperatmn of all ‘the. members of- the
NCA...-.There’ are- two 1mpoi-tant ways. in whlch you can help
-out: first, by attending the meéeting on. March Hrand..
second, by sending in at least three quest:r.ons.

. . .Now you will flnd ‘encldsed 111 the envelo;pe w1th
'STAR TUST .a post: cardiwith my " ad.dress pnnted. ofi’one -side.
‘On the other side I -should Lilke very ‘much for you to write

' down gquestions which you would like to have asked of the

panel. These questions may be about anything within the
realm of astronomy. Maybe youlve been carrying some
guestions which you would like to have answered in the

back of your mind for some time; maybe the younger folks
would like to kmow how to get started in the field of

astronomy as a professional asironomer. I only ask that
it not be about flying saucers and things that horder on
the fantastic. Well, write these questions down on the
post card sent you and mail it so that I will get it not
later than February 19. It is best that the authors of
the questions remain unidentified so you need not sign

the cards. You may also turn in questions to me at the

Pebruary meeting.

The five panel members will be: Dr. Gerald M,
Clemence, Director of the Nautical Almanac Office of
Naval Observatory, whose investigations have centered
in celestial mechanies and the solar system in general;
Fr. Francis J. Heyden, Director of Georgetown Observa-
tory, maker of expeditions to many parts of the worlid
in his researches on solar eclipses and the structure
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of the Milky Way; Dr. George Camow, of George Washington
University, whose work in theoretical physics was one of
the significant links in the development of gquantum me-
chanies, author of several well-known books on the sun
and cosmology, and creator of the widely-held postulate
that the universe evolved from the "explosion™ of omne
super "atom" only-a few billion years ago; Mrs. . Simone
-D. Gossner of.the Nautical Almapac Office, Naval Obser-

.. vatory, whose.researches are chiefly in prediction of
eclipses and. occultztiions and the structure .of the Milky
~Way;.and Mr., E. P.'Henderson, Associate Curator, Minerals
and Petrology Section of the Smithsonian Institubion, one
of thé world's foremost authorities on.meteorites. This
panel will be moderated by Wr, Charles Federer, HEditor

of SKY AND TELESCOPE. .

:.:fc 5 I' ‘am- sure: you Wlll flnd. thls type of program a 1ot
.of fun-and it~ Will “be more’ fu.n if you take part. I'am’
loolking forward te 1t very much and I kxnow you will be,
too0. «27E

ot " Bob -Fhy=n 'shurger,
rome ks ot 07T L {¥ice President, NOA



