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OFFICER NOMINEES ‘Fox THE YEAR 196‘3~ﬂ “President Taw an- T i Natmnafl Cafp"tafl As‘f‘l_'?m’mrs |
nounced the Nominating Committeeé at the March meeting, con~ "'”"'May 1955 TR T T i¥oly 12, HEE T [
sisting of: Hoy J. Walls,-Chairman; Leo Scott Ione .A.lston. 5 * E ok ok * * * * * * * * * * S * * - * d* N * * Rk Rk ek
Mr. Walls announced the following slate at the ‘April meet- . - , s R R
ing: Presideny, Dzna K. Law; Vlce—-Pres:Ldent Dre James-Qe . . Y L MAY CALEND}*R N
Gant, Jre; Secretary,’ :Doroth.v E. lamorej Treasurer, Jobhd~ ~~ . * May 1 EXPLORING THE, SKY, . Jo:l.nt program “of' ‘the NGA and
Tund; Trustee, 4. L. Whité, ' Eléction w1;|.1 take place at. i (Supn.) Netional.-Capital. Parks, . Fort’. Reno Park, 4Oth. and.
the May meeting. At that time members may present other ' Chesapeake Streets,. No We; g 30_10-30 P M. -
names from the.flooT. - ; . . Please. bring telescopess K

ASTRONOMI GAL LEAGUE. CONVENTION. The 1955 general comven- | May 7 YCOSMIC RAYS,"™ Dr. Maurice’ Sha,jplro Haval Research .
tion of the Astronomical: Ieague will comrene in Béattle,” - . {sat.) Labora,tory, Department Of Commerce Audltgrmm S
Washington on July 1,- 1955, Thg host soclety will: be the: o 8115 P, M o . B
Seattle Amateur Astronomlcal Sopiety andithe convéntion - ) )

#ill be held on the ‘cempus of the Un:.versity of T?’ashlngton. S May 22 GROUP OB3ERV-ING, NG& 5" at I\Ta.val Observatory. L
Registration fee before May 15 is $1,C0;- after May 15, “(Tz.) G:00 P. M- "With Bill' Isherwcod.. See :Ltem ins:Lde. "
$1.50. Housing is available for both single persons and ‘ IR SO
family groups at the Men's Dormitory on- the Campus. BRates . May 14 JUWIOR QUTDOOR OBSERVATION SESSION, CONSTELLATION
will be from $2.00 t0.$3.00,, . Meals at the Dormitory cafe-. l  (Sat.) STUDY, etc. Please bring your scope if you have one.

teria are $2:20 per day. Regls_tratlon a.nd ‘reservation for - Fort: Reno Park 8200 Fa M. b the weather :Ls bad the

lodging may be made with. a. rem:l.ttance of $1L 20 and address-— meet:.ng IS cancelleti. ey ST N

ing the Ietter Bot.: ... . Aoy s : ;
Office:of ; Short, Courses. and Coni‘erences SRR . May 21 DISGUSSION GROUP ‘WI'I'H BEI\T ADELMAN - :“Johannes
318 Adm:.nlstratlon Bu:.ldl“ ng,.. Unlvers::.ty of Washlngton . (Satl) Kepler ~ His ‘Life- and. Achievements.‘.i' 82 OO EPu M.
Seattle Bis: Waslungton ; ST rau Gommerce Foyer. o

Papers are welcome. "Remit: thef tltle and‘ttime reqmred to"
Porest Ritscher, 4727.16th Avemmue; N:. B,; Seattle.’ There
will be ample space for:all Lypes. of- exhlbits, Descrlptlve' ;
cards should accompany .zll material: and d:r.splays. Register ' - |
all display ma.ter:.a.l with Guy R, Blackie 18305 h?th A‘ve. ;o
¥. E., Seattle 55. .Included as.a part of the convent:.on
is a trip by bus and ferry o Vlctorla and the Doxﬁinxon
Astrophysical Observatory,. The tr:.p will 1nc1ude ‘$wo
gsightseeing stops, Victoria. angd Yancouver, ‘B. C. Cogt will
be $10,00 plus lodging and food. To make reservations

o

PN S

. May 2% JUNIOR MEETrNG to dlscuss toplr,'- of nex;t month'

(Mon., ) _1ecture oy §ome dther . interesting asoronomical
‘ “sidelight: Mt Pléasant Branch of the Distrlcﬁ Pub—

lic' Library, 16th and . Lemont Streets, N. We o .

7:00 P. M. We havé this regardless of the weather. i

| My 29  EXPLORING THE SKY, Joint program of the NCA and
(Sun.) " National. Capital: Parks, Forbs Reno Park, ‘4oth and |
' Chesapsake Streets, N. W., 9~—11 P H. Please o

send $2.00-to Robert. '\lleola, 4231 E. 125tk Sts, Seattle, bring telesml’es' . o
Washington, before May-15s -Later- reglstratlon iricurs pén- .- R
alty of $2.50. “Dr, R. M. Pettie, Directér, of. the.Daminion ' =/ Each Satirday morning;’ Telesc"Pe Makmg cla'ss “‘“h Irene

Astrophysical Observatory; and Df..T. Seidacobsen,: Head of =~ '° Warthen at Chevy Chase Community Center, 560? block of
the Department of Astronotmy, University Of Wash:.ngton, SN .' Connecticut Avemue, 9-12 Ai'M. :iMiss Warthen's phone is
will both address the delegates. L.+ ¢ LOckwood 54058,

**********************x******

Jewell Boling, Editor, 1717 P Ste, N. We NOrth 7-9621
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. greal - advance ‘beyord, the. a.stronomy of anthu:r.ty.
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JTHE MOST POT“ERFUL RAYS produced by man's greatest atom-
smashlng machines are far weaker than the cosmic rays that
Nature Imrls at the garth. Bven the hundréed miles of at-
mosphere do not prevent them from reaching the surface
though it does transform them. Scientists study cosmic
rays to ga.in 1ns:.ght jnto the nature of the a.tomlc macleus,
one of the most 1mportant problems in sc:.ence. Dr.
Shapiro will diScuss the mature of the cosmic rays in
space, bow they are transformed by their passage through
the atmosphere and recent research on the unstable elemen-
tary particleg discovered in cosmlc TAYS Dr. Shaplro is
a well kmown suthority on cosmic radiation., He is super-
intendent of the Nucleonics Division of the “Waval Research
Laboratory and has done research in nuclear physies at the
University of Chicago, Los -Alamos and Oak Ridge.

~— Benjamin Adelman

MAY 21, DISCQSSION GEGUP Wlll have as 1ts sub;ect "Jo—'
hannes Kepler — His Life and Ac.hlevements." Kepler was
one of the greatest scientists who ever lived yet even
today:his. invéstigations are underestimated, - --It took the
people. of Western -Burope mmore than 14CO y@a.rs ‘to.catch up
with the ancient Greek astronomers Whose observations ‘and
theories are summarized in Ptolemy's great treatise, the
Syntaxis.or. Reckoner: - Kepler's discovery of the ‘bhree
laws that govern the.paths of the planets was the first
His "worik
marks the bturning peint:in the, nlstory of science and,

.congsequently; in the ,h;l._story_ ¢f mankind.

Then, as now, astronomy was the leader of the sciences.
Once astronomy had finally broken away from the provincial
ideas of the @Gregks under Kepler's leadership, .the way was
opened for WNewton and the tremendous growth. of mo dern
science. My talk on Kepler will describe his career and
discuss the long range effects of his great achievements,

.- — Benjamin Adelman
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AN EVENING UNDER THE CLBAR -SKIRS:of the:Baltimere Plane-
tarium wds enjoyed by abqut 30 ~NCA‘ers on Lprll 2La Thelma
Cressy arranged.the trip.and. Dr. Paul Tatsen of the N'a.ry‘-— '
land Acadamy of Sciences descrlhed the heavens.

APRIL DISCUSSION EROUP— MlSS Scholz led a “lively digt
cussion on solar system facts and fancies with background
material from the Madison convention papers.

LUNAR OCCULTATIONS FOR MAY

E S.'I'.

Date Star Mag, Age Phase
1 p3ILeo ~ 6.2 9.5 D _-8:1#1.}# P. M.
2 13°B. Vir. 5.8 1046 D . 9:29.4 . P.M.
25 .23 H' Cne 6.6 . 4.2 D - 9:49.3. . P. M. .
26 209 E.Cnc 6'5 502 D 8:1205 o P Mo -
28 237 B.Leo 6.3, 7.2 D. 9:56,8 .. P, M, .
o ' . ~— A. L. White - - i.. .0 '
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Mercury reaches greatest eastern elenga,lon May 21 emd;
&y be seen about 1h dégreosidbove thé western-horizon':
Jjust after sunset. Venus is a mom:.ng star in -May. and’ may.-
be geen low in i;he 625t - B before sunr:.se. iTHars. :Ls in: Taurus
and visitle low in the west’ Just aftek’ sunsed:’. Jupiter
moves from Gemini to Cancer, is well past the meridian at
sunset and. sets about midnight. Sabturn reaches:opposition
on the 9th, ' The planet rises -about sunses, and. igs v1s}hle~
low in the southern sky for the rest of fthe plght.. A c;Lo_se
conjunction- of Uramus.and Jupiter. will occur at .t P. M.
on- May 10th, At 9 P. M., E.S.T. Uramisg will be within a
distance of three Jupiter diameiers and easily identified
with binoculars. “The date. of maximum intensity for the
ETA Aguzrid meteor shower is May Y. This shower averages
10- meteors per hour and is asscciated with Halley's Comet.

- —-A, L. :Whlte ‘

NGA IIIEWEBERS .A.BE A.DMTTTED TO 'I'TLZE NAVAT OBSERVA.TORY GROUNDS
on: the basis of their NCA membership cards, but to operate:
the 5":.they must take 2 test. Any new members desiring %o
be put. on the list of those qualified to operate the 57
call Bill Isherwood to make a.rrangements. His telephone
is APPLETOI\T 7—91119. : .




