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) ' : : o g C o * Qcti 6: . "Under a Martian Sky", Dr. Jemes B. Edson, .
If you are interested in;working with youngsters in (Sat.)i  Office. of Chief of -Ordnance, U. S. Army. Depart-_
your nelghborhood plesse contact Dans law or Ben Adelman’ ' '-.'ment of Commerce Aud.itorium, 8 :15 P. M.

for helpful literature from the Aetrenomlcel League. e
- ; Oct.r13 Exploring the Sky, Joint progrem of the NCA and. .
Juniors over 3.2 will be helping w:n.th “the younger ' ,(Sat;)' the Natlonal Cepitel Parks. Ft. Reno Park, 4Oth

groups if any ‘are in their heighborhcod and in addi- . - = : .! and Chesapeake Sts,, W. W, 7:00 P. M, Come one
tion Mr, Leith Holloway (EM..B 7708) plans somexspecial . and all end bring’ your telescope 1f you have one.
activities for thls older age -group of .juniore.. - , ‘
. , : g - Oct..20. Discussicn Group with Mr. Lyons on planetary
- Dane. Law Lo e - (Sat.)  motions. (See story inside.) Department of Com-

merce Foyer, 8:00 P, M. This is the second dis-
cusslon of a series planned for the entire year as
an informal course -iid agtronomy. - Everyone inter-

- ested in learning more about estronomy anyone wish-
ing to . contribute to the discuasion, please come,

Telescope Making Clasn with Hoy Walls, beginning Friday, -

Qe .. 5, T30 P M. and .évery Fridey evening thereafter . .
until Jure at Chevy Chase Community Center, 5600 block of .
Comnecticut Avenue., Mr. Walls' phone num'ber is OL 2-5395,

! UNDER A MARTIAN SEY Most people have some ldes about

»  what sclencafiction writers think about Mers, but what do

} the scientists themselves think about it? Dr. Edson,

chairmen .of :the “Army=-IGY Ple;nning Group and a member of.

the IGY-DOD Task Group on the Artificial Satellite Program,

will speculate om the atmospheric and surface Phenomena .

_ : o of Mars, An old friend of N.C.A., he has been in the

R R KK XX * X KK X K FIE KKK KKK K K KX KK KK Ordnance Corpe' Western Scientific Office; while there, he
; : met some of the agironomical people in Soushern €alif ornia,

and had administrative supervieion over ssveral astronomic-

al projects, one off whi h wa 's on Barth
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satellites, Dr, Edson 1s now in the Office of the Chief
of Ordnance Resesarch and Materials Branch.

--~ K. F. Heisey

JUNJORS - During the coming year I will direct the
special NCA activities for Juniors over 12. Any Juniors
in this age group who are interested in special guidance
should call or write me with suggestions on what they .
would Iike in the way of sctivities such as obaserving
at the NCA 5-inch telescope at the Naval Observatory,
agtronomical discussion meetings similar to the adult
ones, or asgistance In astronomical projects, etc, If
enough interest is shown, we will have a meeting in the
near futurs. o

--- Leith Holloway :

3026 Porter Street, N. W.

EM.3-7708
LUNAR OCCULTATIONS FOR OCTORER
S
Date Star Mag. Age Phagse E. S. T.
16 Kappa Pec 4.9 12,9 D 8:56.6 P.M
16-17. ED % 1 h7hh 5.6 13.1 D 2:59.2 AM
23-24 Chiy Ori 4.6 20.1 R 12:15.0 AM
23-24 Chi” Ori 4.7 20.2 R 5:50.8 A.M
26-27 60 Cnc 5. 23.2 R 3:55.6 AM

OBSERVATIONAL DATA

Mercury is a morning star in October. It reaches
greatest Western elongation on the 1lth and may be seen

at this time low in the east just before sunrise. Venus

1s a morning ster visible in.the east for a few hours
before sunrise. The planet is in conjunction with
suplter on the 25th at 3:15 A, M. (EST). Mars is in’
Agquarius and is vieible until after midnight. It is
stationary in right ascension on the 12th and then re-
Bumes direct motion. Jupiter is e morning ster and
rises several hours ahead of the sun. Saturn is very
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During the 1957-58 IGY we hope to have. answers to
questlions such as: Is the c¢limate of the whole sarth
warming up? Is there danger that melting icecaps even-
tually may flood populated coastal lowlands. 5,000
scientists from L0 countires will teke part in the IGY.
Plans are being made for 30 bases in Antarctice by eleven
govermments. France, Great Britain, USSR, and the US
last year launched expeditions. The United States aim-
ed its construction at McMurdo Sownd and at Little .
Americs,. : '

Of lasting impression was Commander Sney's descrip-
tion of the extreme difficulty under which the Opera-
tion labored in setting up camp at Little America. How
in the summertime the ice grew thin, making progress

- very difficult; how in the wintertime operations could

g0 on only by means of hand fabricated tunnels built
from one building to the next; how thé blinding snow
became a physical handicap and how treacherous crevaces
covered with thin layers of snow became pitfalls.

On the other hand, he described the extracrdinary
beauty of a white, quiet and peaceful land, with some’ -
of the most beautiful color photography of exquisite
gcenery one can imagine. He explained how the extreme
temperature forms a natural refrigerator which preserves
everything year after year, be it food or shelter; how
the playful penguins became a source of entertainment
and how just being a part of the Operation became a
challenge and an unforgettable experience.

~== Bilizabeth Gosrner

NEIGHBCRHOOD ASTRONOMY

Neighborhood astronomy hobby guidance groups for
Juniors generally under 12 years of age are being con-
ducted by the following adults:
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low in the southwest at sunset and sets soon after. The
date of maximum intensity for the ORTONID meteor shower
is October 22. .This shower averages 20 meteors per hour.
On the 15th at 11:00 (P.M. (E.S.T.)) the Milky Way spans
the heavens from east. to west crossing just north of the
zenith, and passing through Aurlga Perseue Cassiopeia
Cygous, and Aquila. -
--- A, L, White

THE MARS PICNIC on September 9 turned out to_be the big-
gest NCA has ever had - but rightly so slnce we now have
the largest membership in the history of our soclety;
and it was indeed gratifying to see & great participa-
tion by our new members. Then of course, Mers is &
great attraction thesé days, to all’'of us, and our mete~
orologists did provide just about the most perfect”
veather ever seen in these ‘parts, Thé few clouds in the
sky In the late afternoon dared do nothing but disappear
vhen 78 .astronomers (including the kids) mét at Manasas
Battlefield Park. But just as we had hoeped -- without
fingers crossed - 1t was so dark and clear out there
that you almost had the feeling of being above the
earth's atmosphere with no interference of the viewing
whatecever. In fact, it .got so dark that we could hard.-
1y see any of the 16 telescopes or the people there and
had to feel our way around, but we could see the Milky
Way from horizon to horizon, and the whole sky looked
like an inverted bowl of diamonds on “black velvet.
Whole families came with their children, -and the tele-
scopes ranged from the Juniors® moonscopes to very fine,
large instruments. It seems we saw everything the
heavens could pogsibly offer. Before sundown several
people looked at sunspots, and &t twilight everyone was
watching the moon going down and Mars coming up big and
brasgy. - Later we saw globular clusters, the Andromedas -
nsbula, and numerous nebulae in Sagitarius. Ellis
Marshall reported seelng three metsors, "bigger and
brighter than ever before", and as we sterted home we
8aw one as a brilliiant lantern falling from the ncorthern
8ky., It was Interesting to notice that two glowing
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objectes kept descending after it had burned out.  Bob
McCracken saw this too and said he would report it to
the Smithsonian. Institute. Several people saw the
polar caps of Mars but few clalmed to see the markings,
the reason postulated to be the present, dust storms
which are also held accountable for the yellow color the
planet had instead of the martial red., Nearly everyone
had brought-a picnic supper, and astronomical quantities
of coffee were consumed during the evening in the picnic
-grove where Trudy Deller was most helpful with the coffee
Pot es we kept the fires going while the temperature
dropped down in the fifties. We met several friends

of our members', and & group of &tudents and a teacher
from Wakefield High School were.our guests. Mr. Clarence
.Johnson, Cheirman of Junior Activities of the Astro- -
nomical Ieague, who was. visiting this area, was our
special guest and we. got to know him as & most congenial
and interesting person. Thelma Cressy was on hand with
her expert advice in the arrangements: to help make a
suc¢essful picnic. As we came back to’ town, the city
lights obscured the ‘sseing again and only Mars hung
clearly as-a beacon over our -heads.

- Tove Nevillé

“THE IGY IN THE ANTARCTIC" proved to be a. fa301nating
subject. The illustrated lecture presented on Sept.

7 by Commander Charles Snay, U.S.N., Chief, Communica-
tione Officer for Operation Deepfreeze, was thoroughly
enjoyed by a good—sized and appreciative audience.
Commander Snay defined the purpose of the IGY, giving
& brief history by telling us. that this will be the |
third in a series- of International Years, continuing -
a tradition started by the First International Polar
Yoar of-1882-83, which contributed much. to- our knowl- .
edge of northern lights and the Far North magnetlam
and weather, -

The Second Internatlonal Polar Yoar in 1932-33
brought now knowledge of radio commmication snd open-
ed the way for many electronic advances, such as radar.



