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NEW MEMBERS ADMITTED TO N. C. A. 
JANUARY 5 I 1957 
·-.·· -· ... ... , ,; '. 

. . . . : .... ' .-

··-, . 
-.. ,_ ··;·_ 

. -~ : :-~ .. : ·.: - ., ' -. 
Mr. and ~s•.-.~;i.Ui~ G. L;ipscomb;:'J:r. (Betty)· . · .. RA. q~2i97;;;:~ l 
3900 16th' stre.et, ·N' •• ~.:w·~. ·. ·":· .. ·; ; · · .. ·' .:. · · . ··:.; ·:. ,,,, ..... :.':· 
Washington 11,- ·D. C, .. . . , . 

•· I ·; -~· 

Mr. and':Mrs;;.,Grady E: WhitiJ.~Y ·' 
R.F.D. 5 -Box ii:J4, , ... 
Fairfax, Virginia 

::., 

Loren J. Colegrove 
1701 S. Taylor .st .. 
Arlington,. Va. ,-,- ..... 

Ralph Wm, Pryor 
33o6 Shepherd·st. 
Mt. Rainier, Md. 

: . . 

· '• :.·.rmuoi:l 

.. ·, 

'!· 

,, 
' .... 

. -~ . 

. . · , .. ~ ... ' ~~-\.- . ··:. 
JA 7-0001 

WA 7-:-3521. 

JO 2-28oi · 
.,, 

:· '. ~ ' • ' I 

Jane and Karen Margolis 
1012 Quebec, Ter:rs.i:e 
Silver. Sp.rfng, Msr;yfand · 

; : . .. . . 
... ': '· . ' ' ' , .. : ::~};-039~;. ' . 

'•. 

· · · ' ·· ... · · '' ,;.--Elsa .DimJ,ck, Secretary :···.::.• ·' ' 
.• , r 

* * *:****'**-'*··it' *-*.,1f- .. ~---* * *,·*-~ * * ·* ~--:* * *'* * *.: 

'; . . ·,; · ... :..t.!.~! . . ·. 

'. ;- _....... . ·~ :' :>·~·-· ·- .: .•. ·. ... . .. -; ·< : .... . ·.::.r . 
. · .. 

. '· . . ~ ·. ~ .. -~. .: ' .. 
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FEBRUARY CALENDAR ... 
·.:-:; ·"·';.{," :~'. _; ,; :\ ·.'. : -: : . 

Feb. 2 :'RI\P.IO: ~!_G~IgB-FROI>fOTEER Pl.Ai'lETS":,c D,r.!,,,B, )f_• ., , . 
(Sat.) Burke; Department o'f 'I'Eirreatr.ial: .. !1agn~:tiam,, .Par:-:··: · 

. ''•·neg~~' !!lpt~tp.;t,i?P.. of_ Washington, Departmeqt· of '. ' 
Commerc.e J\.uditorium;:·8:15 :P·.·li!:> . >.,; ;•;•·/;'' "·~ ,.,,,-,_ ~; 

.. - - .. .. • -; _.•t:, 

Feb. 5· v::qid~J:A .1\)NIORS OVER 12 meet <w.ith:;.:~llo~-~~ii 
(Tue.) for a 'trip ·to Ft. Belvoir. · ·cqnta~"t;.·Mlf .' Bro;iti · 

and make your reservation as seats are, .. liiDiteQ._; .· 
Mr; Brown • s telephone is· KE"6~8059. ·' 

Feb. 9 
(Sat.) 

Feb.l6 
(Sat.) 

.D. c
1
: ·AN:p MARYLAND .JUlUOBs OVER lZ meet wi.th Mr .•.. 

Leith' Roiloway at' th<{ Chev-y Chase' Comfutihi.iy'·c'!i,ii;.' .• 
·ter; ·56'oo".bl'o,cl\= of· Conzi.ectic.ut Ave~ue., N·. w;, . f.r·oni 
,g to ... 4 .P.'M. foJ;" ~ d:iscussion on te.le.scol?e.fl. ·and, . 
observing. · · .. _, 

··i.-: 

D!SCUSS!ON GROUP with,Everetta Neville on cos­
mology. Department of Commerce Foyer, 8:00 P.M. 
.~ . ·::. .... : .. ' 

Feb .19 V1rgihia JUN!ORS OVEJr 12 meet ¥ith...Mt'_~.:_Bpb'"- · . ~ ·· 
(Tue.) ·:Brown at Westover Bapt_ist .Church, W'ash:i.ngton .. .. 

· .:lloul.evard and Patrick Henry Drive 'lit' 7:30 P. M .... ·· 
. ,. ~·:, ~: .... -

~LESCOPE MAKJ:NG CLASS with Hoy WaHEi .. ea.Ch_.MoqQ.ay.(;l'\','!Hl;l.ng' 
at 7:30 P. M., Chevy Chase Commilh:!:ty Center, 56.c,JO'bloc]i · 
of Connecticut· Avenue. Mr. Walls • telephone nUmber is 
OLE-5395•·..... :.':.'.:.,.:·_ .f/ 

. "RADIO S!GNA1.S FR"OM. o~: ·,PLANETS" <in~ ~cent .. ' ' . 
years the develO:pment· ·of n.adio astronomy ha8'1ed"·to' the · 
dis.cove.ry .. of many new interesting features of':,i.lla ·universe. 
LE!s.~~-~hai:i :·t.~.o yei.ra· ago astronomers were surpii~!'d to. 
find that· the planet Jupiter was a source of radTd·eta.tic:, 
!n the period since then, radio observations have shown· ' 
that a new phase of plaiietary:'aatronomy. ha!!· opened, Most 
of the questions raised. etil~<-have. no:t . bee!l .. answered, but · 
this new way of studyipg; ,.);Jly~ter h9fds; !l:r6iit;t~e of giving 

. ' • .. ~ ' .I ····' ,.,; I.~ ~ • ·•• 

·" 
•'. f ·'.) ., 

·,·•· ''· :· .:· .. 
'·.·· 



.. 
' . 2 ·.;·;, 

' . 
interesting information about the nature of.the·atmosphere 
anQ. ionosphere of the largest planet in the solar system • 

•• ; . r • 

Dr. Burke ·.is· from Lexingtori, Massachusetts. He received 
his Bachelor of SCiehce Degree from.M;, I. T •. in 1950 ?lld. 
his Ph. D. from M." ·I.· T. in 1953. Since that time, he has 
be~n a "l>hysiOist ·a,t the Department of Terrestrial Magnetism 
of the Carnegie. Institute. 

· · ---Mabel Sterns. 

FEBRUARY DISCUSSION GROUP ·' The a·ubject. of cosmology is 
a fascinating one. The existing theories are numerous and 

. often ·somewhat conflicting so you.c~ take your pick or 
invent. your. own. This is to b'e a partiCipating discussion 
s6' brush up on your favori·te theory and come prepared to 
join in. 

---Eierette'Neville 

THE VIRGINIA JUNIORS met with Bob Brown on.January 8 
and organized a "Junior Astronomers of Virginia Club". 
An interesting f~ture program has been planned with next 

1 

, m.E!etings on Febr~ary 5 and 19. · Those interested can get in 
· touch with Bob at KE: 6-8059. . . 

---W. R. Brown 

·DR •. HEYL bad an accidental, fall in April 1955 and was in 
the hospital till the end of·t~e year. He has somewhat re­
covered .. now and can receive visitors. ·His present address 

.is: .· 3912~1;e).im~. Street, Chevy ·chase, Maryland. · 

MR. J·. ~-. /jreLillEG writes that hie wife has been serious­
ly ill since I~52 ana.· lie has had to decline all invitations. 

·.· :·. EXPlORING THE ,MILKY WAY 
Dr. Frank K:Jtamondaon 

Nationai Science Foundation 

A lecture with this fascinating title would naturally be 
interesting to any astronomer, ·,and Dr. Edmondson • a thorough 
information and familiarity with his subject together with 
his most amiable and much appreciated wit made it both 
profitable and immensely enjoyable. 
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OBSERVATIONAL DA~A FOR FEBRUARY 

Mercury reaches greatest western elongation on the 2nd 
and may be seen at this time very low in the southeast be­
fore sunrise. Venus is a morning star but too close to 
the. sun for easy observation; -c~ is in Aries, past the 
meridian at sunset· and visible until about midnight. 
Jupiter rises lata in the evening and is visible for the 
rest of the night. Saturn rises in the southeast several 
hours before the sun. 

The date of maximum intensity for the AURIGID meteor 
shower is February 9. This shower averages 12 meteors 
per hour. 

----A. L. White 

CLYDE TOMBAUGH, discoverer of Pluto, who baa lectured 
to NCA in the past, made an interesting statement to a 
reporter recently. 

His statement had to do with the possibility that' life 
may exist on other worlds. 

"Man could have existed for much longer than we have 
aey evidence he really has," Tombaugh stated. 

"When we consider the extremely ;rapid tapping of new 
energies we have seen in the past tan years, we can 
imagine what a head start a race would have which 
passed our present point of progress a million years, or 
only a thousand years, before 'ulil• 

"If they have found how to take advantage of vast 
sources of energy, very powerful f.orces of nature, nuclear 
for example, which we have only begun to explore, they 
might l)e able to produce the tremendous poverand veloci­
ties needed fof long jOurneys into space;"·.· 

;, I~ our galaxy, we have a spiral of 200 billions a una, 
each perhaps havi,ng ita own planet·s and .some. pos.sibly 
with atmospheres and temperature ranges similar to ours. 

·~There may be hundreds of thousands of worlds which 
could support life." 
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First, he describ_ed the tools which: thi! astronS,~er uses 
· for this exploratio!:l: .. optical and radio telescopes, and 
their important adjuncts such as photomultipli!:'rs,' spec­
troscopes, etc., and showed very fine slides of-same. 
There were some very fine ah.ots of Mt .. ·Wilson,- Mt .-Palomar, 
and we enjoyed especia_lly those of McDonald- Observatory 
in Texas about-which.Dr. Edmondson told of some amusing, 
personal experiences. Also elides of radio· te·leecopes at 
NRL, Harvard, the partially completed 2?0 _foot, in England, 
and several others were- shown· along with drawings of the 
proposed scope to be erected in West Virginia by the 
National Science Foundation. Dr. Edmondson said that in 
addition to this proposed instrument ,a.much 'larger radio 
telescope at this site was a distinct possibility. In 
passing, Dr. Edmondson commented that with existing 
materials, the largest theoretical instrument which could 
be built would be 3 000 fee_t in di~ter, 

· In"hie discussion of---the :Milky ·way galaxy he mentioned 
that the present estimate of_ the diameter was 75,000 light 
years. The extent of our present knowledge of the form of 
our galaxy was discussed as well as the methode by which 
we have Obtained "tnie informatipn. The role of globular 
clusters in indicating the outline was de-scribed and the 
study of ·the positions and motions of thousands of stare 
to aid detail and· show the beginning of .. the spiral struc­
ture given. 'The fUrther ext~neion of ·-the spiral arms has 
been confirmed by·studiee of-the 21 em. hydrogen line by 
means of radio telescopes. 

--;,Ev:erette. Neville 

IlJNAR OCCULTATION$ FOR FEllRUARY 

Date Star May Age -:Phase E.S.T. 

9 l . · Tau 5.3 io.'2 D 9:o8.'7 P. M: 
9-10 C hi2 Ori 4.7. 11.1. D. 5:50.6 P. M. 
10 . 68 Ori 5-7 :11.2 D :. lb:~7 .4 P: M • 
17-'18. 49 .Vir 5'•3-. 18;4 ·R. .. " 12. 0.9 A. M • 
19-19 . 63! ~Yir .. 6.4 ·' 19.4 R 1:27.5 A.M. 

J--A. L. White 

I 
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ASTRONOMICAL LEAGUE CONTEST FOR JUNIORS 

Write an interesting story, abo~{~ ;~~~:~:~~:feigbt · 
minutes readins time} about some subject ·.Of'. aat:r'6noey;' ' . 

WHAT TO DO: 

• . -._::; •• :!·."1 · .. ~ . ~ -~:~ :. :_ .: :_ -._ 

WHO'S ELIGIBlE: ··.\ 

: :, . .: .. -·, ~- '"; .. 

All junior members of' societies beloh~:i:n~{ £o'·· the ,~a.;;:· 
tronomical League, including all Leagiie::.;J:iffit<Jr 'g~oups .• :. ·"·' 

.. :· 

-·. ·-:-

'.'':. ,,1 

: .. ·: ·. ·_ .~;~: :_ .. ; ~·.:.:" ~:_-~:_:~{~- ., ""-:~;~:· ·:~: TIME OF CONTEST: ~' ! 
T ·;:: 

:'' :: ::: :.;_ ·-~ January let to May 31st, 1957. ..':: ~ .. ~~-; ,_. '· . .... ;'', 

~ •:, :..:': :: ! ._,;.-.-
. ,_ :~ . .' . ~-

. -~] ·. ;·. :·· .. ,•"' 

PRIZES: . -~ .: : .: . 
. ,, . . ~~ .' .. : ·~ . . . .: _, ..,; . 

let Prize: Spitz Moonscope ; ,; -~ :·. ':,;·.~ i: ·'· . 
:'.': 

2nd Prize: Slide set or c:Qart se:( f'~om Astronomy' ·>. 

Charted ·• 
... · 

3rd Prize: "The Stars and How to ·P~Ei 'Ti:ieziti~. by_ R. A.: 

RULES: 
l. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
6. 

Rey • The book will be 'autogiaphed cbyc: · · .. · · 
the author. .. · 

· .. ·,. 

All copies of' stories must be mai'lred ·:to MY.';. ·. . . . : , 
Clarence E. Johnson, l02State S.tr.eet,; "··"''. ··; :. 
Schenectady 5, New York; bef'ore .. ·June · 3',· '195.:7.; . ..: 
Write your name and address on a separate·:··' . ·; ... 
piece of' paper and fasten it to your·'story ~ · ·non• t 
write your name on any page of' your story. 
Only stories on astronomy will be considered~ Don't 
write on apace travel. .. . 
All stories will be the property of' the Astronomi­
cal League. Some of' them may be printEJcj: .:Ln.- the 
"Proceedings of' the Kansas City Conventfon" ·of' the 
Astronomical League • · · 
The decision of the judges will be final. 
The prize winners will be announced at' the· Junior 
Program of' the Kansas City Conventio4, S,epi;el1!1;>er 1, 
1957. If a prize winner is unable to lie' present at 
the Convention, he will receive his award by maiT.' _-..: 

,:.;. : 
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