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gg% FEgﬁT VISIT to the planatarium of the Naval Academy at
Annapolis has been arranged by Bill Cronin to begin promptly at 3
sleloek Saturday, Pebruary l4th, Routes Bast Capital Street, Al-
ternate #50 roliow Annapolis signs, (1) Go past sign "Annapolis
Eusiness. District¥; follow dual highway to city; pass (2) New
State 0ffics Bldg.i continue around Church Cirele %3 i turn right
on College Avanus to Naval Academy wall; right again to main gate
at Maryland Avenus. Moet Mr, Cronin thers at 2345, He willl cone
duet us to parking lot and planetarium,

Those who do not hava cars, meet at Commerce Department maln
entrance atllsgo. If yon have any gnestions, call Mabel Sterms,
COlumbia 5-6070,.
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SIXTEEN JOUNIOR ASTRONOMERZ attended the organizational con-
vantion January 17th, By-lawa were adopted and projects under
way during the last year were reported. The gecond general meet-
ing of the Junior Divlsion will be held in April %o nominate of-

ficers, and elections will teke place in June.
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Editors Mabel Sterns, 1833 New Hampshlre Ave. N,W.Washington 9.DC
Productions LtCol. Russail C. White USMC, and Sam C. Feild, Jr.
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FEERUARY EVENIS
2, 9, 16, 23 TELESCOFE MAKING 7:30-10 p.m. Chevy Chase Communlty
Center, Counn. Ave. and McKinley St., carpenter shop in base~
ment. Hoy Walls and asslstant instructors.

%, 11, 18, 25 TELESCOPE MAKING 7:00-9:30 p.m, Materials Center,
l’9»8(:)(3 Webster Street, Bladensburg, Md. Open to Prince Georges

County students. William Isherwood, instructor.

7 "SURFACE CONDITIONS OF THE NEAREST PLANETS", Dr. E. J. Bpik,
8:15 p.m., Department of Commerce Auditorium,

14 JUNIOR DIVISION 2 p.m. Chevy Chase Communiiy Center lounge.
7ha Inner Planets--Mercury and Venus". Leith Holloway.

I+  TRIP TO PLANETARIUM at Naval Academy, Annapolis, 3-4 p.m.
Cars meet at maln gate of the Yard, Annapolis, 2:45.

21  DISCUSSION GROUP 8 p.m. Commerce foyer,
to be announced.

Tople and moderator

28  OBSERVATION of Mesusler objects, 7:30 at the NCA 5-inch scopse
Naval Observatory grounds. Biil Isharwood, chief observar.
DR, E. J. 8PIK, on leave from the Armagh Ubservatories of
Ireland, 18 lecturing this year at the Universiiy of Maryland. At
our mee%ing, he will discuss some of the new thecriles copcerning
the "sSurface Conditlons of the Nearest Planats". Dr. Opik was
born in Eatonia, studied at the University of Moscow and the Im-
perial Obserwvatory before 1917. After returning %o his homeland
he worked at Dorpat Observatory until political conditlons became
untenable. Dr.0lpik conducted research and lectures at Harvard
College Observatory from 1930 to 193%.
Prinee Gaorges

NEW TEL%ggOPE—MAKING CLASS IN BLADENSRURG.

County Schoolg and NCA Jointly are sponsoring a telescope-maklng
class at the Materlals Center, 4800 Webster Street, The Class
opened Janutary 7th with ten students and room for itwo more. Since
then a walting list has formed, so admissions must be conflned to
studentas of the County schools. BRBL1l Isherwcod 1s instructor,
Hoy Walls has hclzad, and Ferdinand Cardano will ba a regular ég-
sistant. The entire program 1s under the direction of Howard B.
Owens, Director of the FPlanetarium.

R A NATIONAL PLANETARIUM at Washington have been an-
nownced by Watson B. Rulon, Jr., and his twin brother, Joseph K.,
owners of Hogate'’s Restaurant, They will build a planetarium of
modern design at the foot of ths South Mall which is undergoing
redevelopment. When the project bas pald for ltself through ad-
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mission fees, 1t will be given to the federal government. Dr.
Arzand Spitz has been appointed the first director. He expects
the new cultural canter to ba open within two years. An amphithe.
ater will be available for NCA publle lectures, and an astironomi-
cal museum and book corner also will attract sitors,.

E%VERAL MESSIER OBJEGTE shonld be visible 1in the 5-inch on
the 2 when e moon 1s dark. Admission to the grounds 1z by
menbership card for thosze ovar 1l2. Seven meteors were ccunted 1n
one hour duripg the cobservatlon in Janunary; good attendance; at-

tenpts were made ito photograph meteor itrails by long exposurs.

NEW MEMBERS:
¥rs. W. B. Heise, 2730 Richmond Highway, Alexandria, Va.S0 5=6947
louise Lindmeyer, Mclean Gardens, Washington 16, D.C. )
Jerome Sehnall, 2801 Quebac St. N.W., Washington 8, D.C.EM 2-8872
Stephen T, Kecskemethy, 3376 Stuyvesant Place. N.W., washéﬁggogsgg

d or Membar
Peter Young, 6143 30tk St. ﬁ.w., Washiggton 15, D.C. EM 2-93
Howard Iotenberg, 2722 Washingion Ave., Chevy éha:e,!ﬂ, JU B-9

LUNAR OCCULTATIONS FOR FEBRUARY

Pha Ti 1t1
B g, M 2 A R Dalte

Gem f. 72 D 10837.7 PM gzo
18-19 BD+HL7° 1306 7.4 D 1.4 12151.1 AM 63°
19-20 68 Gem B.1 D 12,5 2151.2 AM 115°
19-20 67 Gem 6.7 D 12,5 3:10.,0 AM 1730

A. L. Whlte, Astrcnomy Editer.

ASTRUNCMERS IN ACTION

Ben Adelwsn arranges programa for high school students and
teachers at Prince Georges County Flanetarium...Dr. Gant.and Lyle
Johnaon ars watching lunar erater Alphonsus for changes réported
to have been zeen by = Russian astronomer., Noilfy Dr. Gant.of
any phenomenon observed..,.Bob McCracken presented two programs
of astroncmical pletures at the Nature Conter on behalf of NCA.ss
Morion Schiff gave a 20-minuie talk on "Star Legends of the An-
eient Habrews® at the Young Peoples Synagogud....Hamid Mahdy lo-
cated a star cn one of his photographs that. iz not shown on the
usual star mapse...larry Whitni Bill Cronin, and a few others ob.
served the new American satellita,

*@% T QF THE PLANBTARIUM in the United States®, by J.
M, Chanberlein, is a report awailable free while the supply lasts
from the BEditorial and Publications Division, Smithsonian Instie
tution, Washingtom 25, DuC. (19583 17 peges, 6 platess)

W took part In the AAAS program De-
cember eir dlscussions of "Objectives and Problems in
Amgteur Agtronomy”, and "Achlevemants of Amateurs in Astronomy",
Lyle Johnson's lunar photographs and two particularly fine aure-
ral pieciures in eolor were exhibitedjalso on display were optieal

lass, a mechanized podel of the earth with an artificlal satel-
iito, the prototype moonwateh felescope, and a recording of tele-
nstered signals from the first Explorer. .
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!‘wa from Suithsonian Astrophysical Observatory
ingpected the NCA moonwatch station at Bob Dallar's December 19th
and entertained the groum with pictures of a variety of equipment
and statlons around the country.

SUMMARY OF THE ASTRONQMICAL LEAGUE PROGRAM

The Astronomieal League is a federatlon of about 120 secie-
ties of amateur. agtronomers aembracing about 8,000 individuals in-
cluding each of us in NCA. in fact, 15¢ of each of our dues goes
to the Lamgue. Perhaps most important of the Lasgue's activities
are the annual conventions, both national and reglonal, wherse ame
ateurs greet old and new iriends, hear sbouf what they hava ac-
complished, get new ideas, aenjJoy the exhlibits, and see renowned
ingtitutions as part of the. programs. The naticnal convention
will be held 1n Denver this ysar August 28=-31,and in 1960 1t will
be in Philadelphia, The Regional conventlon (five nearby states
and D.C.) will tske place In or near Wllmington, Del., May 9-10,.

Through the League you can buy astronomy books at 10% dis-
count. Name the book, author, and publisher, and send payment to
cover ligt price less 10%, togather with your name, address, and
statement that you belong to RCA, to Mrs. W. Henry Kobs, 5215 NE.
30th Avenue, Portland 11, Oregon.

The Leagune is trying to establish a lending library of tapes
and slides for program material. George Keane of Rochegier is
chalrman of a clearing house: for ideas and questions about ingtru-
ments, "The Reflector® 1s the official bulletln of the "Laagua,
but publication this year has been delayed. "The Junlor Astron-
omer* enjoyed popularity under sponsorship of the League, and
when the organization could continue 1t no longer, Ben Adelman
aasumed itas publication as "Space Sclence". Another publicatien
evary year is the proceedings of the convention. NCA recelves a
COpYe

The Junior division, now under the leadersbip of Kay Grosae,
Fort Worth, has been an active group for many years.

At the request of the Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory,
the Astroncilcal Leagne underiook to organize the meonwatch net-
work of amateur astronomers, The League alsoc cooparates with
AAVS0 and ALPQ by inelnding them JIn convention programs and pro-
moting interest in them among scclety members. Our own nova
gearch is part of the AAVSO program, As a merbsr of tha American
Associatlion for the Advancemeni of Sclencs, the league has parti-
cipated for sevaral years ln its annual sesglon of asironomy.

In January the Middle Bast Region issued a news letter of so-
ciety activities within that area. KCA has a copy on file.

Hoy Walls: and Bob McCracken are on the Reglonal Council,
Lewls Acker 13 Reglional Junior Coordinator. Grace Spitz, Betiy
Lipsecomb, Mabal Sterns, Bob Wright, and Lyle Johnson are actlve
in the League,and the writer ia a-rvlng his second term as chalr-
man of the Regiem.

~«wDana K, Law,




