
P-¥f FfYlT VISit to the planetarium of the Naval Academy at 
lnnapo a as bean arranged by Bill Cronin to begin promptl7 at 3 
>'clock Saturday! February l~th. Route• Bast Capital Stroot, Al
ternat~ ~t fol ow Annapolis signs. (lJ Go past sign "Annapolis 
Business m.strict•; follow dual highw&J to ci tn pass; (2) New 
State orrice Bldg.; continua around Church Circle (3l; turn right 
on Collage Avenue to Naval Academ7 wall; right again to main gate 
at Maryland Avenue.. Meet Mr. Cronin there at 21~5. He will con
duct us to parking lot and planetarium. 

Those who do not have cars; meet at Commerce Department main 
entrance at .1130, If you have any questions, call Mabel sterna, 
coluabia 5-1>078. 

MD, AVENUE' 

BditorJ· Mabel Sterns~ 1833 New Hampshire Avo. H,W.Washington 9.DC 
ProdueUonJ LtCol • .t!UISell c. White USMC, and sam c. Feild, Jr. 
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FEBRUARY EVENTS 
2, 9, 16, 23 TELESCOPE MAKING 7•30-10 p,m, Chevy Chase Community 

Center, Conn. Ava. and McKinley st •. , carpenter shop in base
ment. Hoy Walls and asSistant instructors. 

~. ll,_l8, 25 TELESCOPE MAKING 7:00-9o30 p.m. Matarials Center, 
~00 Webster· Street, Bladensburg, Md, Open to F?inco Georges 
Coanty students. W1lliam Isherwood, instructor. 

7 "SURFACE' CONDITIONS OF THE NEAREST PLANETS", Dr. E, J, 8pik, 
8:15 p.m., Department of Commerce Auditorium. 

l~ JUNIOR DIVISION 2 p.m. Chevy Chase Community Center lounge, 
"The Inner Planets--Mercury and Venus 11 • Leith Holloway. 

l~ T.RIP TO PLANETARIUM at Naval Academy, Annapolis, 3-~ p.m. 
Cars meet at main gate ot the Yard, Annapolis, 2:~5• 

21 DISCUSSION GROUP 8 p.m. Commerce foyer, Topic and moderator 
to be announced. 

28 OHSERVAfiON of Mossier objects
1 

7o30 at' tho IICA 5-inch scope 
Naval Observatory grounds. Bi 1 Isher.woad, chief obser.ver-. 

DR. E •. J. 8PIK, on leave from the Armagh Observatories of 
Ireland is lecturing this year at tho University of Maryland. At 
our mee!ing, he will discuss some of the new theories coucerning 
the "Surface Conditions of the Nearest Planets 11 • Dr. Opik was 
born in Estonia, studied at the University of Moscow and the ~ 
porial Obso~atory before 1917. After returning to his homeland 
he worked at Dotpat Observatory until political con~tions became 
untenable. Dr. Opik conducted research and lectqres a.t Harvard 
College Observatory from 1930 to 193~• 

NEW Tli~SCOPE-MAKING CLASS IN BLADENSB1JRG, Prince Georges 
County scho~a and NCl jointly are sponsoring a telescope-making 
cla11 at. the Mate~als Center, ~00 Webster Stroot, The Class 
opened January 7th with tan atqdants and room for two more. Since 
then a waiting list has formed! so admissions must be confined\ to 
atudento or the county schoo s. Bill Isherwood is instructor, 
Ho7 Walla has helped, and Ferdinand Cardano will be e regular ~s
•istant. Tho entire program is under the direction of Howard B. 
OWen•, Director or tho Planetarium, 

Washingtoa have boon an
twin brother, Joseph K., 

build a planetarium of 
~~··· _•-•:• which is undergoing 

itself throUgh ad-
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aiasion fees, it will be given to the tederal government. Dr. 
Armand Spitz has boon appointed the first director. He expects 
the new cultural center to be open within two years. An amphithe
ater will be available-for NCA public loctures1 and an astronomi
cal museum and book. corner also will attract Y1sitors. 

in tho 5"-ineh on 
tho grounds is by 

over Seven meteors ware counted ill 
the observation in Januar1; good attendance; at
to photograph metoor trails by long exposure. 

NEW MEMBBRS• 
Mrs. w. E. Heise, 2730 Richmond Highway, Alexandria, Va. SO !i-6~7 
Louise L1ndmeyor 1 McLaan Gardens, Washington 16, D.c. 
Jerome Schnall, 2801 Quebec St. N.W., washington 8, D.C.EM 2-8872 
Stephen T. Kocskeaothy, 3376 Stuyvesant Place. N.w., Washington DC 

EM 3-935"1 

Juf.or Membe~ 
Peter Young, 6143 30th st. ~w., Wash ton 15"1 D.c. EM. 2-9394 
Howard Lotenberg, 2722 Washington Ave., Chevy chase ,H:I •. JU 8-95'10 

~t· 
18 
18-19 
19-20 
19-20 

LUNAR OCCULTATIONS FOR FEBRUARY 
~ M&&.t. Ell!!!. .&u Time (EST) Position anglo 
263 B. Pac 6;!i- D ;.2 7•68.8 PM 98° 
21 Gem f. 7.2 D: 11.3 lUt37•7 PM 82° 
BD+l?O 1306 7.~ D llo'i- l2•5"l•l AM 63° 
68 Gem ;.1 D 12.; 2•51.2 AM u;o 
67 Gem 6.7 D 12.; 3•10.0 AM 173° 

A. L. White, ~stronomy Editor. 

ASTRoNOMERS IN ACTION 
Bon Adelalan arranges program• for high school students and 

teachers at Pr1nce Georces County Planetarium ••• Dr. Gant.and Lyle 
Johnson are watching lanar crater Alphonsua for changes reported 
to haTe bean seen bJ a Russian astronomer. Notit1 Dr. Gant .. ot 
an,- phenomenon obael!Ved •••. Bob McCracken presented two programs 
ot aat~nom1cal pictares at the Nature· Cent~ on behalf ot NCA ••• 
Morton Schiff cave a 20-minute ta:j.k on •star- Legends of the• An
cient Hebrews• at the Young Peoples Synagogua •• ,.Hamid Mahdy lo
cated a otar an one of his photographs that. is not shown on the 
asaal star maps •••• Larry Whito·l Bill Cronin, an~ a few others ob
••rYed the nev American aatell te. 
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~· WALTER M!!N!f from Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory 
inape~od the NCA moonwatch station at Bob Dollar's December 19th 
and entertained tho group> with pictures of a variety of equipment 
and stations around tho country. 

SUMMARY OF THE ASTRONOMICAL. LEAGUE PROGRAM 
The Astronomical Laaguo is a federation of about 120 socio

tie·s of amateur. astronomers; embracing about s,ooo individuals iir 
eluding each ot us in NCA. ih t'ac.t, 15¢ ot each o·f our dues goes 
t:o the La:ague.. Perhaps most important of the LeagU«'' s activities 
are the annual conventionst both national and regional, where am
ateurs greet old and new rriends, hear about what they havt' ac
complished, get new ideas, enjoy the exhibits, and see renowned 
institutions as part of the. programs. The national convention 
will be held in Denver this year August 28-3l,and in 1960 it will 
be in Philadelphia. The Regional convention (five nearby states 
and D.C.) will take place in or near Wilmington, Del., May 9-lO. 

Through the League you can buy astronomy books at 10% dis
count. Name the book, a~thor, and publisher, and send payment to 
cover list price loss 10%, together with your name, address~ and 
statement that you belong to NCA, to Mrs. w. Henry Kobs, 5"21' NE. 
30th Avenue, Portland 11, Oregon. 

The Laaguo is trying to establish a lending library of tapes 
and slides tor program material. George Keene ot Rochester is 
chairman ot a clearing house' tor ideas and questions about instru
ments; "The Reflector• is the official bulletin of the · Laague 0 
but publication this year has been delayed. 11 The Junior Astron
omer• onjored popularity under sponsorship of the Leaguo 1 and 
when the organization co~ld continue it no longe~, Ben Adelman 
assu,med its publication as "Space Science". Another publication 
avery year is the proceedings ot the convention. NCA receives a 
COP1• 

The junior division, now under the leadership of Kay Grosso, 
Fort Worth, has been an active group tor many years. 

At the request of the Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory, 
the A•tronomical League undertook to organize the moonwatch net
work ot amateur astronomers. The League also cooperates with 
AAVSO and ALPO by incl~ding them in convention programs and pro
moting . interest in them among society members. Our own nova 
search is part ot the AAVSO program. As a member of the American 
A11ociation for tho Advancement o! Science., the Laague has parti
cipated for several years in its annual session ot astronomy. 

In January the Middle East Region issued a news letter of so
ciety activities within that area. NCA has a copy on file. 

Hor Wall~ and Bcb McCracken are on tho Regional Council, 
Lowis Acker is Regions! Junior Coordinator. Grace Spitz, Betty 
Lipsoomb, Mabel Sterns, Bob Wright 1 and Lyle Johnson are activo 
ill tho IAacuo·,and tho writer is aornng his aoeond term as chair
sam of tho Reciea. 

---Dana K. Law. 


