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JUNIOR DIVISION NEWS

The Juniop Division, in the words of Mr, Hobert McCracken,
ax-NCA president, has been dolng soms of the most valuable work
of the whole soclety. This past summer, Junlors have helped Fat-
her Heyden of the Georgetown University on anr Amportant variable
star project, Tha Junior Division hea also hed +the use of the
264 af the Navel Observatory for NGJA instigated "World Nights".
(see July-August StarDust).

Ho®aver, with all this fine work, the Juniors have had %o
beser unfounded acousatlons of doing damage to the NCA &" refrac-
tor at the Naval Observatory snd to the relatlions of the society
there. These charges range from alleged “loud whispering® to thot
rodding" on the Observatory grounds. 4s Wwe have bean one of .the
members most often present at the 5" when "World Night" opera-
tions were being carried on, We can say unreservedly that these
agousations are false. In fact, the only case of dlseiplinary
expulsion from the grounds thls summer was brought agalnst a
Senior, not a Junlor.

here has been an omnipresent rumor that Juniors will be
barred from all use of the 54, If this is true, unless thils plan
is diseamrded, the Junior Division, having been used as a conven-
ient scapegoat, wWill be faced with a paradox, having access to

the 25%, while not to the 5Y. ‘
~-== Steve Klingelhofer

Junior Edltor

Hotet The housing of the NCA flve-inch refrector at the Naval Obserr-
atory ils a rars priviledge. Access thereto is provided only to reglstered
holders of SENIOR membership cards; juniora gre sdmltted only as guests of
gonlors who assume responaibility. NO person or group has acceas to ANY
Navel Cbgervatory facility by wirtue of an NCA paas. Straying to the dome
of the 26-inch telescope has been one of the complainta of the Cbzeryatory
necésgsltating diseclplinary action. Robert MeCraclken

VIRGINIA JUNIORS

Barry Sperling, our Chalrman, was pleased with the number of
drawings sulmitted in the Junior Division's World Night Program.
Our membership has gained much experlence as a result of this
program. Our summer has been quite actlve and time well spent.

At one of our meetings, ¥Fred Sumner demonstrated his bowl
sextant and deseribed how it couwld be used in determining the
helght of the mountalns on the moon.

During the gummer, our mesting headquarters has been provid-
ed by the Westover Baptist Church, Arlington, Va, We thank them
vary much for their kindness, 4lso,.thank you, Miss Betts, for
maicing the arrangements and having been ocur group leader at all
of our meetings,

Our club invites all Virginia juniors interested in astron-
omy to come to our meetlings.

-=-== June LoGulrato
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DE KORT TO.SPEAXK ON SOLAR ECLIPSES

Father Jules d¢ Kort, S. J., & Profes-
sor of Astronomy at Georgetown Univer-
sity, will speak to the NCA on Septem-
ber 12th on MEASURIRG THE SUN'S ENERGY
WITH A OSOLAR ECLIPSE. This month's
lecture deals with the use of selipses
of the sun as & tool for astronomical
research. This subjzct is very timely
owing to the forthcoming total eclipse
of the sun in New 3England on the se-
cond of October.

Father de Kort received hls Ph.D.
in Holland at the University of Ley-
den., Before coming tc Washington, he
Was associated with the Vatican Obser-
vatory for several ysars. For the past
year and a half he nas been wWorking

Father de Kort
Reui wmren  W1GH Father Heyden at Georgetown Un-

iversity as a faculty member teachlng Celestial Mechanlies and
Practical Astronomy.
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SEPTEMBER SPECIALS

4,11,18,25 (Friday) - TELESCOPE MAKING CLA3S - 7:30 PM, Fairfax
High Scool, Grady Whitney, Instructor

11,25 (Fridsy) - VIRGINIA JUNIORS MEETING at the Westover Baptist
Church, 1125 N, Patrick Henry Drive, Arl-
ington, Va., 8 PM, Room 2354

12 (Saturday) - JUNIOR CONVENTION - 2 PM, Chevy Chase Community
Center. VA4 Jrs. see Lelth Holloway for
transportation

12 {(Saturday) - "MEASURING THE SUN'S ENERGY WITH 4 SOLAR ECLIPSE"
Father Jules de Kort followed by meeting.
Department of Commerce Anditorium at 8:15

13 {Sunday) - EXPLORING THE SKY - 8 PM Ft. Reno Park, 40th & Che~
sapeake Sts., N¥. Bring friends and tele-
SCOpes.

19 (Saturday) - DISCUSSION GROUP - 8 PM in foyer of Commerce sud-
1torium; "Eclipses” led by Leo Scott

21,28 (Monday) - TELESCOPE MAKING CLASS 7:30-10, Chevy Chase Re-
creation Center, Hoy Walls, Instructor

TELESCOPE KAKING CLASS AT ELADENSBURG-Call Bill

Isherwood, AP7-9419 for starting date

25 (Friday) - OBSERVING AT THE 5% - 8 Pl at the Haval Ohservatory

Bring your membership card.
26 (Saturday) - NCA PICNIC - Manassas Natlopnal Battlefield Park,
6:30 FM
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BOB DELLAR - ASTRONOMER AND FRIEND

The sudden death of Robert H. Dellar on July 26, saddened
and deeply grieved everyone wWho knew him,

Bob Deliar has been a member of the NCA for a number of
years and has contributed freely of his tlme and many capabili-
ties to the advancement of the soclety and its projects.

For several years he has been the custedlan of the public
address system for the NCA and has kept 1t in repair ln order
that we might have a sound system for eur lectures,

Bob, hls wife, Trudy, and his son, Bobby, have been actlve
members of our soclety and have shared our leciures, discussion
groups and conventlons Wwlth us, always partaking in a helpful and
congenlal way whlch made us like and appreclate them as friends
as well as fellow astronomers.

Bob's work with MoonWatch 1s well known to most of us. He
participated 1in the planning of Moonwatch with Bob Wright and
others and helped with +the deslgn of the prototype station. He
was appolnted chalrman end orgenized the NCA Mowwatch %eam 1n
late 1956 and in the spring of 1957 constructed the statlon with
the help of the seam on his property in Springfield, Virginia, He
was instrumental 1in procuring material for this station from
local merchants. He had donated much himself,

In conducting the HNoonwatch +teem and its activities, Bob
proved an able leader from the early days of the tfly-bys" for
the training of the team throughout the active observing during
the IGY, including the Beta search thls past spring. He sSuccess-
fully carrled out the observing missions for Moonwatch. The ob-
servational data sent from the station to the Smithsonian Astro-
physlcal Laboratory were used in the dJdetermination of the satel-
lite orbits - a slignificant contributlon to scientific knowledge.
Bob alsc diligently continued to improve the equipment and obser-
vational techniques throughout the Moonwatch Program,

Bob was an amateur radlo cperator as well as an astronomer.
He was an active "Ham" and has written several artlecles for radio
magazines over the years. Recantly he had been working on a cit-
1zen's band radio transmitter - receiver and hed intended to pub-
lish an artlcle on the squlpment,

Bob Bellar, Engineer, Sclentist and amateur Astronomer will
be missed by all of us. The loss will be felt keenly by those
who knew hlm and slso by meny who only knew his work. We, in the
NCA, have been priviledged to have known and associated with Bob
over the years and we will not soon find ancther +to take his

. place in our affection and esteem.

Everatte Nevills

TREASUHER'S ANNUAL REPORT
INCONE

Membership Dues
Telescope Class
Sale of Handbooks, etc,

EXPENDITURES

Sky Publishing Co.

Bates Duplicating Co,.
Editing and Distribution
President

Treasurer

Rofund on Dues

Dinper for Lecturers
Bethesda Printing

Photo Equlpment

Frankiin Institute

Rand McNally

Royal Astronomical Scciety
Maryland Academy of Science
Space Sclence

Ranlc Service Charges
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$1102.05

456,10

65,25
$1623,40 $1623,40

$ 513.88
119,04
laz.61
40.34
2l.12
16.80
13.80
T22
19.14
17.79
26,25
3L.45
31l.52
54,050
6,80
TOALTL  $1081.71
541,69

Balance July 1958 344
Balance July 1959 Twﬂa .50

Audited end confirmed on July 22, 1959 by Dana La® and David

Rotbart,

Outgoing Treasurer
Iillian R. Gregor

Incoming Preasurer
We. G. Lipscomb, Jp,

NCA membership 13 now 263: Regular, 180; Junior, 83.

* W W W W

CELESTIAL SCANDAL

Whoever hangs the stars at night
And takes them in by day ’
Must need a mllllon £iling clerks

To get them put away.

Sometimes a clerk must lose his job
And know the reason why,
If a star has not been properly

Fastened to the siy;

For what a scandal there would be
If one of them should dara
To _place Orion's belt and sword

In Casslopeia's chair,

Elvae R. Ray.
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8sldom heard, J. M, Eendall has our thenks for his continual
preparedness t0 aspesk as a steand-by lecturer. We feel that some
time we should feature hils talk.

Mr, Hoy Walls has been a mainsupport of the NCA. Chairman
of the Technieal Advisory Comulttee, snd a very competent engineer,
he has done the deslgning, or the plamning, or the making, or. the
devising, for some phage of almost eveny activity of +he NCA.
Also Cheirmsn of the Telescope Malking activity, he hag not only
menaged the overall progrem, instructing the Chevy Chame wlaga
himself, but has alac provided the materiasls, castings, and
machining for all three clasmes. The clsas at Bledensburg, M., .la
instructed by Willlsm Isherwood, and that =at Falrfax, Va.,.by
Grady Whitney. Everette Neville, M, R, Jonex, and Fred Jones haye
asslated regularly with the Chevy Chame Closs. Thiy is s demarid-
ing activity, for which our thanks simply cannot be sufficlent.

Tove Neville waas responsible for the excellent plamming and
work that has made our =soclal events s¢ thoroughly enleyed.
These included n besutlful night at North Bethesds, sand.ansather at
Fort Hunt Park, after the dissppointment of raln.om sm.sariler
occaslon thers, which she had, nonetheleas, plemned..so. .cavsfully.
Thelma Cresay, Mabel Sterna, Mr. snd Mrs, Willlem Lipscomb, snd
Mr. Willism Cronin have alac contributed much +to our .moagisl en-
‘Joyment,

A# we thank sach of them, we should remember thit those who
work go diligently for the pleasure of others frequently macri-
Tice much of thelr own, wmoticed, im the bhurden of the operation.

And 1t 1a thus with the entlire staff, each member of whish
haa demmmstrated the deeper satliafactlon that derivex from ahaving,
and from serving others. In thix they have supported my -gonbwri~
tlon thut a hobby should not ba regarded merely as.a wWay. bo.wante
spare tlme, but that there la a far nobler objective =— an objes~
tive which the NCA ham striven to serve ~— an objective which, I
hope, and belleve, 1s shared by the entire membership: self
~oxpreasion through publie service. For it i1s in thisz thst thi
National Capltal Astronomers has sarned ita anjoyed placs In the
commmnity of our Natliontz Capital.

Thanks -~ to each of you.

I greet you of the Incoming staff wilth my very best wilshea fbr
your ever-lnereasing success.

Sincerely,

Robert H. MeCracken,
Retiring Presldent
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NCA PICNIC +#% SATURDAY % SEPTEMBER 26

September 26 has been set as the new date for the NCA picnie
which will be held at Monessas as previously plaaned, For the
benefit of those who no longer have their last issue of StarDust,
Wwe want to remind you to come prepared to some extent for *Out-
door Living", There will be no water at the plenic grounds but
therse will be fire grates and wood. There will be excellent star-
1ight, but that's the only light, so you might need to bring some
of your own., Bring your picnic supper, clear weather and we'll
share a glorious evening under the stars.

We will leave the Commerce Bullding at 5:30 asod expect to be
out there about 6:30. Will the members, who can posslbly take
passengers,please stop and glve rides to others who do not drive.
Directlons: Take Constitublon Avenue to Memorisl Bridge. Follow
Route 50 across bridge and on to Fairfax. Proceed on Rts, 29-211
through Centreville to Stonehcuse Inn (about 2 ml. beyond end of
divided highway), Turn left at Inn on Route 234 Manassas Natlonal
Battlefield Park sigas. Go about 9/10 of a mile on Route 234 and
turn right at NCA Plenie sign and follow picnic areas signs past
ruins of Chin House to the end of rcad and you ere there. Do not
haslitate to ford the tiny creek -- we have already tried lt.

There will be no moon this night, a nd we msy stay as long as
we wlsh so lots of interesting observing should be possible. Last
time we gaw many meteora gnd countless nebulas in the 3agltarius
vreglon. If you have any new and/or interesting equipment, bealdes
your telescope, which the members haven't geen, please bring 1k,
The sun sets at sbout 6:50, and at this time Jupliter and Saturn
will be observable for the rest of the evening,.

==w= Tove Neville
R R R

BILL LIPSCOMB, our Treasurer, and his wife, Betty, one of
our Trustees,ars on thelr way to a glorlous vacation in the West.
They are leaving the third week 1n August and plan to head for
the Convention in Denver, August 28-31, and then to travel around
the country untll thelr return the mlddle of September. For this
reason membershlp cards will be a llttle late this tlme,

L

LUNAR OCCULATIONS FOR SEPTEMBER

DATE STAR MAG PHASE  AGE FIME(E,S.T.) _P_
Sept 10 64 B. Sgr. 6.1 D 8,0 10:04.9 PM 37
10 BD-18 4988 6.6 D 8.1 11:02.,5 PM 87
28 275 B. Tau 6.5 R 20,1 10:52.0 FM 212
28 Alpha Tau 1.1 D 20,2 1l:l4.2 PM 104
28-83 Alpha Tau 1.1 R 20.2 12:12.,8 AM 230
23 1]l Tau 5.1 R 21,2 11:40.0 PM 246
24-285 282 B. (Ori) 6.5 R 22.3 3:25,9 AM 288

* ¥ % #

From a locel paper, July 1, 1954;

Local residents were dlsappointed not to be eble to see the
solar eclipse which occurred yesterday. Mr., F. G. White, an am-
ateur asironomer,believes that thls was because the sky was over-
cast while the eclipse was 1a progress.

I A 4
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KNOW YOUR OFFICERS

Our new president finds in astronomy
a source of wrelief from her full
time job as gift buyer for Becker's
Teather Goods.Born in Allentown,Pa.,
Lillian Gregor later moved to D. C.
and graduated from GCentral HeS. Upon
gradugtion she went o work at
Bocker's as a stock olerk 1n the
pasement and worked her way up. The
game interest which seemed To aasure
her success at Beckers seems to have
been responsible, to a large extent,
for her interest in astronomy, and
that 1s mabthematica. Im 1980, she
nesrd her two Dbrothers dlscussing
flying saucers and she became Inter-
ested. Flying Saucers Lled her to
astpronomy and such a consuming in-
terest that she read books on the
subject shile riding back and forth
to work. Astronomy, she feels, is
a great way of forgebting her BEAT
YESTERDAY BOOK which seems to be
foremost in the mind of every buyer.
Her main interest is in the lmmens-
Lillian Gregor 1ty of the Universe. Once agaln, it

President is the size and the numbers that
fascinate her the most. She jolned
the NCA in 1954, has been treasurer
for two years and now finds herself
president. Her outside interests
are primarily her lovely daughter
who has studied modeling and her
parakeet and pet squirrel.

Bill ZIipscomb is a native Washingz-
tonlan and was brought to the RCA
and his interest in astronomy th-
rough the courtesy of his wife,Betty
who 1s a long time member of the WCA
end was formerly secretary of the
Astronomical League. Bill's quallfi-
gations as treasurer are obvious
when you realize that he has been
with Rlggs National Bank for twenty
years and is now agsistant cashier.
%e was educated st Central H.S. and
business college. IHe 18 primarily
interested in photography and is &
member of Bob Dellar's Moonwatch i il ;

Tagams Bill Lipscomb

Treasurer
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Mrs, Paul Gprlffith, who has been a
anpisted with the copy work b
ggi; Worthington Taleott. Larry White has heen thepistronomg
T or, Mr, and Mrs. Morton Schiff wrobte the publicity. Stephen
butggelhofer hes done an excellent job as Junior Fditor. Distri-
whencgtw328d;gzhbyiSaéoge igggs and Elsa Dimick wmtll recently,
anlze esa80 h pl
Ton wirlch wo thans pour Srdtoron, BrePh Plates, & BiIE bo the WA

We are grateful for the efforts of our
publighera vwhosde
gige;zéiiggtzgients ?g;e Ergvided us with improved, more ;ttract-
g5y W pletures at costs 3 -
alderahly from those of former méthods. ® setuaily reduced eon

The early days of the International Geophyslcal Year were
g@rked by a shoek when, on Octcber lf, 1957, Ehs Soviet Unlon
aunched the first ertifleial sarth satellite, Operation Moon-
watch, having been established in the NCA by the previous admini-
.ﬁgraﬁion, wes under way in earnest. The subgequent sucessen -of
; bonws.tch stand as a trlibube to the dependability of those many
_o servers who b?aved the pre-dawn cold of those October mornings
-=and continued to observe long after the novelty had gone.

During the closling phase of the perlod snother shock saddened
;hebNGA: the passing, on July 26, 1959, of our friend and fellpow
meber, Robert H, Dellsr, who, as Chalrmen of our Springfield
sapelli%e-tracking activity, had given so mich for its aplendid
;Eccess. lgnd, lashor, and the privacy of hls home, that the team

%ht be warmed and refreghed by Mra, Dellarls abundant .coffee
gg M;b.fhe mogt Inopportune hours, Our deep gratlitude 1s offeéred
¥ ai;oneiigidggr all they underwent for Moonwsteh and the NCA.
fheflectuga seriesqutOdy and operatlion of our gound system for

‘ At the BSilver Spring sstellite statlon, G. Robert W
jggrgzrlilchairman.ofthe Smithsonlen's Natlonal Advisory Commi%%ﬁg’
i iu Satelllte Tracking, has pursued a progressive experl-
ten al program, developing Improved techniques and metheds of
raeking asatellites. Eehasg Ingluded radio methods, snd a complete
optical atabtlion on a tuwrnmtable which 13 adjustable to eny orblt
%nglination. Bob shares our large messure of thanks with Mrs.
iit%%:ionfgg %ggﬁwigzﬁ q;igg beyond her enthusiam, has known the
Py hospitality.an A, whlch she has tolsrated with un-~

Supporting the éatellite—trackin

: g ectlvity, EH Fit

ggg Lé&EP Holloway have regularly performed gﬁe g?%italzggz;iﬁﬁ

o ggank Eﬁ:ii%ggﬁ ?giin%hgnd Epringfigld stations, respectively.
] nport

hours of lost slesp it has entai{ez.an service and for the many

Lyle Johnson, too, has contributed
many calculatl
gﬁg%t;tions. He has regularly aerved as projictionist gg: 2&?
a2e fes, and has donasted & fine, seven-root oak pointer for the
Photggr:;issggaﬁﬁrs. Ly%e piﬁvided one of his own Impressive
e moon for e cover of :
You, Erqpus oF o s T our directory. We thank

We thank John I . y
some no tha 1ecgﬁgeg?hman, also, ror serving as prcjectionist for




Page 8

Leith Holloway, Director of the Junior Diylsion, has performed
an Invaluable service In hls elever and effectlve directlon and
sublimation of the youthful energles snd talents of our highily
active junior members, TUnder his leasdership they have developsd
an interesting and useful observing program affording excellent
experlence in sclentific technigue.

Mr. Holloway has been ailded by Robert Brown and Selome Betts,
who, successlvely, have headed the Virginias group. We thank a1l
for thelr generous Invesgtment in tomorrow'!s leadership.

Mr. U. 3. Lyons organized and taught a public clisss In
agtronomy for adultes in coopergtion with the Dliatrict of Columhla
Department of BRecreation. We are grateful for his harving made
thia wvalusble serviece avallsble, Mr. Lyons has selso served as
Chairmen of the Memberashlp GCommilttee, i1n which capacliy he haa
been alded by Elsa Dimick, FPhyllis Seips, Mra. Idlllan Gregor,
and Mrg. David Rotbart. We thenk these people for thelr servicesa.

Mr, Wllligm Igherwood has led the observing program aof the
¥CA, irncluding the nova patrol, IGY meteor countsa, and .other.ob=~
gervatlons. Hils conduct of the monthly group observing aesalons
with the five-inch refractor at the Naval Obgervatory hsaa bheen a-
gource of enjoyment and @ educatlon for many. On occasions .one
could go there at the appointed time and find him walhing alone
in the raln, bepause, "it mlght clear up, sand someone. may come
and be disappointed.™ This spirit cannot be appreclated.. saffi-~
clently. We thenk also Patrick Morettl for substltubing on.gpe
cccaslon when Mr. Isherwocd!s Business took him from Washinghton.

Leo Scott, our Parliamentarian, has served to preserve not
only our parllsmentary order, but also onr legality, through his
Imowledge, understanding, and study of our problems. We. thank
him for his services.

Mr. Nelson Griggs has served as Chairman of the Program
Commlttee,  which has been respongible for the excellent range and
caliber of asubjects and speakers for our publle lecture serien,
One of our most wldely known public services, thia aserles has
been ahly produced by BenJemin Adelman, Dr. James Q. Gant, Willlam
Isherwood, Lyle Johmaon, Mra. Williasm Lipsaconb, Bveretite Newilile,
Robert REhynsburger, Leo Scott, Roger Smith, Mrs. Armand Spitz,
‘Mabel 3terns, Hoy Walls, Lerry Wwhite, and Robert Wright, We thani
‘these people for the many educational and entertaining hours thay
have provided for us all.

There sre few who can appreclate the amoumt of effort expended
by our Publlecationa Staff in mpintaining, improving, and extend-
ing our printed contacts with both our members and the publieca
When the work became t00 heavy for Jewell Boling's devoted effort
alone, Mabel Sterns, who was STAR DUST's orlginal editor, under-
took to contlnue it, with the help of Lt. Col. Russell uWhite, who
prepared the copy, and Sam Feild, who photographed the pages and
made the hali-tone negatives that made pictures possible in STAR
DUST,.

During the past year, both Magbel Sterns and Col. White moved
from Washington, 3ince thet time, the Edltor-in-Chief hgs bheen
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PRESENT AND ----

Leith Holloway halled from Hickory,

« Co, came to the D. G, area when
he was nine. The astronomy bug bit
him when he obaserved his first Iunap
eclipse on July 15,1935 and he noted
it on g piece of cardboard which he
still has, Consequently, he joined
the NCA juniers in 1936 and has been
ective 1n the NCA since then, Fol-
lowlng graduation from Vicodrow Wil.
gon High School and two years in the
Navy, Leith attended M.I.T. for five
years and majored in meteorology,
which he became interssted in sa g
result of the frustrations weather
often presented during his ocbzerva-
tlonas. He is a bachelor, addlcted %o
gerlous music and, in turn, Hi-Pi
(his now has 18 ocontrol kmobs), ig
wild about his new English Forg,
finds TV degrading, and loved "The
Shaggy Dog".

Leith Holloway
W ce-Prfa sident

Faye BRotbart is beginning her second
year ag secretary for the NCA. She
is an accountant by profession asnd
gets her Interest In astronomy from
her husband, David, whom she credits
as being her only claim to fame. He
has been a member for years and ache
leved world recognition in 1946 when
he discovered a comst. Through hils
20x80 bincculars he noted and chart-
ed an object in Cygnus which he not-
lced d4id not move like @ star. He
reported this to the Havel Observa-
tory and when the report was checked
1t was discovered that almmltaneous-
1y, a Czechoslovakion astronemer had
reported slghting the object, which
was named .the Pajusskova -~ Rotbart
Comet.. Paye's inbterssts outside of
her hugband, &re those of moat wo- o : C
men, interior decorating, sewing, | - = SR
gardening, and gemology. Faye Rotbart
: T Secretiry
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ceriicieeea- PAST

fYou cannot keep both feet on the
ground and +{ake a single step for-
ward.? The way of 1ife of our re-
tiring President 13 well stated ln
this, his often-heard expreasion.
Born 1in Greensboro, N. C., Bob has
followed interests ranglng from his
own dance band 4o his ham radio,
WAEFI, photography, c¢horsl training,
astronomy, and learning +to fly. He
has been Chief ZEngineer of WAIR in
Winston-Salem, North Carolina, taught
electronics for the Signel Corps,
was a radar development englneer on
Long Island, and, mid war, developed
redlo navigation equipment for lend-
lease, He Jjoined the staff of the
Natlmal Burean of Standards aarly
in 1945, where he later was respons-
ible fopr the electronle development
of the cesium-beam atomic clock., He
designed and built his own home for

Robert McCracken,
Retiring President his wife, Helen, and thelr two dsugh-

ters, Jean, 12, and Nancy, 6. In

"Good Evening, 1954 he moved Into misslie electron-
Fellow Astronomers ,..* Jlc¢s via +the Dlamond Ordnesnce Fuze
Laboratories. Traveling to Canaveral

and Huntsvllle, he joined the Rocket City Astronomical Assocla-
tion, of which Dr. Wernher Von Braun 1is President. He occasion-
ally attended meatings of the NCA for seversal years until someone
handed him an sppllcation blank one nlght in 1955. A year later
he became Vice President, then President for two terms,untll now,

Born in Poughkeensie, N. ¥., Nelson
wag g radic annocuncer for 28 years.
In 1957 he fineily made the switch
to writing scientific and technical
matter when he went with Nems-Clark
which produces 95% of the radio re-
~ceivers used for *tracking rockets
and satellites., He also fulfilled a
long time ambition and became pub-
lisher of The JAmateur Sclentist.
During his many years in radio he
was always Intensely interested in
sclence and join=d the NCA after he
met Bob Wright when he Interviewed
him on & radio show in 1850. As
vice-president o>f the NCA, Nelson
has been responsible for the fine
group of speskers which the NCA has
enjoyed +this year. He and his wife
stay busy rejuvenating the farm they
bought in Boyds, X¥d. and, this sum-
mer plan to bresk ground on their
very own observatory.

Nelson Griggs
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GREETINGS, FELLOW ASTRONOMERS:

As the time approaches when another hand will taske %he helm,
I sincerely Invoke the greteful sttention of the entire membership
to those whose efforts have generated the successes of this unique
chapter of the NCA's hilstory. During the Internationsl Gecphysi=-
cal year the NCA has encountered on every hand challenges demand-
ing proof of the c¢ivie value of such an orgenization, The staff
has met them amply; it has conbinued, amplified, and secured the
egteemed place of the NCA in the commmuniby by serving with cormend-
able effectlveness the organizaticn's chilef objective: the promo-
tlon of interest, knowledge, and education in sstronomy and the
related sciences.

Too few, indeed, know of the total efforts of these people.
Certainly their works cannot be debtaliled here. But they have
well earned the praise and gratitude not only of the menbership,
but algo of the community they have served.

For +their splendid cooperation, I personally thank each,
to wit:

The Gffigers, who for the pagt two years have been: Vice
Presidents Roger Smith and Nelson Griggs, Secwmetarles Fhyilla
Selps and Mrs. David Rotbart, Treasurer Mrs. Lillian Gregor, and
the Trustees: Willigm Isherwood, Mra, Willism Lipscomb, Everstte
Neville, Mrs. Grace Scholz Spltz, and Alexander . White.

BenJamin Adelman, under whoge Chairmgnshlp the Bducablon and
Scheools Advisory Commitbtee was established, has conducted an
actlve and elsborate educatlonsl program with the school systems
Throughout the metropolitan Washington area. He has been assigted
by Mrs. John Bless, Magbel Duvell, Idas H11ll, ILelth Holloway,
T. & Lycns, Everette Nevlille, Margaret Noble, Mrs. John Stolarilk.

Durling thils period, membershlp awards were establighed for
high schoel solence fair winners In astronomy. Judging the
projects for NCA were, in addlition to Mr. Adelman: Robert Brown,
Mra. Paul Griffith, Nelgon Griggs, William Tsherwood, Mr. and Mra.
William Lipscomb, John Lohman, U. 8. Lyons, ZEverette Neville,
Robert Rhynsburger, David Rotbart, Mrs, Worthington Taleott, and
Robert Wright,

Mr. Adelman was algo responaslble for programming the Prince
Georges County School System planetarium st Bladensburg.

Other achoeol ailda included an orientatlon course in the
teachlng of astronomy, for Sclence Supervisors in the Diatriet of
Colusbla Publlc School System, anad many programs of talks, slides,
and gesslons under the stars for schools, churchea, scouts, eivie
groups, and others. 80 many members have participated in these
outings thatit 1a not pozsible to list equitably the contributions
of each. Thig in no genss diminishes our thanks +o them, fa
theirs has been one of the most fruitful works of the NCA, having
served thousands. Several on record are, Benjamin Adelman,
Robert Brown, Leith Hollowsay, Willlam Isherwoed, Dana Law, Jchn
leonard, U. 8. Lyons, Everette Neville, David Rotbars, Morton
Schiff, Leo Scott, Hoy Walls, Robert Wright.




