
Statement of Cash Income and Outgo 10/21/63 

July 1,1968 to Sept. 30,19o8 

~ 
Dues (153 members) 
Observ Ho."ok, 'rmt"ole 

Balance J~e 38,1968 

·rota! Income 

Less Outgo 

1094.05 
;.-+0 

1097.45 
271.53 

1368.98 

Treasurer Jerome Schnall 
Outgo 
Sl\.y & l1elescope 
?ostm;,.sLer,DC,imprint fee 

11 n. ..... 1·...- m·:'!.ii.in;;fee 
11 J~;.c.,l.t ~or po..;t;:J.tf2 

Postage (treasu£er) 
Supplies (president) 
Spe'lker (Dinner, -:.ec;t) 

" (::onora.lm) · 
.Star Dust 
?llblicic;·.- , -~.-..:; 

Cash Balance on Hand 633·75 I'ct'll Oucgo 

New Members 

594.00 
'b.CO 
3J.JO 
1 :+. JO 
12.00 
2.25 
2.71 

.25.00 
;!5.67 

-.....:... •. '!.~~ 

John P. Allen 8000 Marion St., N .:?orestville ,:~!d20028- 736/'1097 
Dr.Albert DiMt1izels- 4cl15 Linnean Ave.NN,·,;~ash,DC 2C008-- W06/2855 
Alfred P. Feldman--14-40 Locust 3d~\',: ·~·;ash,DC 20812 RA3/5'+15 
r~:iss 3stelle A. Finkle-1316 Fenwick La.Apt 1012,S.S,il.d20910·589/3621 
Robt V & Mary Ann Rus-3o-11825 Presr;wick Rd Pot'Omac,Md 2085'+11'299/7396 
New. Juniors: (~01) 
David Culbertson- 6202 Berkshire Dr,Camp Springs,Uid 20Q31- 449/6'+77 
Alan Fischler-303 Bradley Ave. B.ockville,Md 20851 424-8399 
Donald E. Heimpel-4705 M;arie St. :Beltsville,Md 20705 37/7561 
David Leup_p-624 N.18th St.,Arl.Va • .22205 5:5+-9573 
To:: C:lsvn-1807 Mt.Pleasant Dr., McLean,Va. 22101 356/5154-
Roger D. Sisler-10004 E:mack B.d. ,Beltsville,Md 20705 93'1-7648 

Leith HolloWay sends his address: Northgate Apts 135B, Cranbury,N,J. 08512. We wish 
him good observing and hope that his many friends in NCA will write to him. 

Vol.)( XVI N'o. 3 
~ @ fij WASH DC 

"ASTRONOMICAL TEACHING and PLANETARIUM OPERATION3 in :he Wash,D.C, Area" 
lS THE TOPIC FOR THE NOVEMBER 2nd, 1968 l\CEETING 

A panel of three speakers makes our Nov. 2nd, meeting a novel app-oach. Leading the 
panel is our paS: president NCA, Margaret Noble of Prince Georges' County Schools; 
Alan Breitler, of Montgomery Junior College; and William Fagin of F3.irfax County 
Schools- They will discuss methods, problems and rewards of teaching astronomy and 
operating small planetarium installations. 

Questions from the audience will be encouraged as to interest:: of a:ge groups and 
what these various audiences find most difficult to understand in as~onomy subjects. 
In addition each of the sp_eakers will give illustrated demonstrat'..:ms of their favorite 
teaching devices~ 

Margaret Noble, Director of P.G.Cty. Planetarium has taught in bo:h D.C. and P.G.Cty. 
Alan Breifier ,is Planetar4tm Director at Montgomery Jr .College. He is working on his 

doctorate in Education, He is a member of tt~ P...m. Inst. of Physics. 
William Fagin, Planetarium Director of Fairfax Cty. School Sys:e:::n for the past 7 

years. He has a masters in education from the "Jniv. of Virginia. 

Remember::::: Our next meeting is Nov. 30th There will not be =ny meeting on Dec 7th. 
Our speake_r at the Nov. 30th meeting will be Reiland Cumber lane. wtc makes the Questar 
Optics. He will have on hand both the 3.5" and the new 7" Questars br everybody to 
observe with, Remember no meeting in December. 

==========~~HuE~ @ f n ~ oo n ==· ========== 
Nov, 2nd 

Nov. 16th 

Nov. 30th 

Nov. 1,8,15, 
22,29 

6:15PM Dinner with the speal{ers at Bassins,14th & Pa. Ave.NW. Call 
Geo.Gould 423/8777 or Bill Winkler 736/35E3 for reservations. 

7:00PM Juniors meeting at Dept of Commerce Au:l:.brium 

8:15PM Regular meeting at Dept of Commerce Audito:!:"ium,l4th & E ,NW 

8:15PM Discussion group,Rm2062 ,Dept of Comm. 14th &E ,IWT 
Round table discussion on astrophotograpl:y. E:-ing your problems 
and best photographs. a 35mm slide projecbr will be available. 

The owner of Cumberland Precision Optics will speak on manufacturing 
the Que star opits: . Mr, Cumberland is going to 3,a,.-e a tour of his plant 
Saturday morning, Please cont?.ct Bill Winlder or Geo.Gould for reserva
tions. Later that evening we wD.l have dinner with the speaker at Bassins. 
Call for reservations. 

Telescoping making class at Palisades Comm:mity Center, 7:30-lOPM 
with jerry Schnall. 

NCA October Meeting Speaker 

Dr. Stephen H. Knowles of NRL spoke on radio astronomical measurements of the 
astronomical unit utilizing galactic radio sources and pulsars. Applications to the study 
of general relativity were also outli..!Jed: it being noted that these me-thJds are the only 
ones permitting direct application of Kepler's Law to general relati"t""ity.· 

Dr. Knowles'. talk resulted in the liveliest question period NCA !las had in many 
months. Reported by W :R.W. "Senior Astra Reporter" 



IWI!'>'"'I!;;IJ%1'/U~<i:ii U\IU U li\11<:: ~-

WITH uuv ~~~H FRIDAY NOVEMBER 22nd 

The Alvin Clark Refractor 
A fiVe inch ref:' actor is maintained at the Naval Observatory for the benefit of 

members of NCA, "~Nho do not own a telescope, or have a suitable place for obserll
ing. NCA and Na;val Observatory regulations are explained to new members and the 
importance of keeping good relations with the observatory staff is stressed. The 
bright planets in~urling Uranus are observed. Messier objects are searched for, 
using star charts. Eeveral of the brightest asteroids are identlfied using the B.D. 
chart. Regular and restricted passes to use the Clark refractor may be applied 
for by members of NCA after being cerUfied by Larry White and his committee. 

Prin::e Georges County Juniors Hold Two Meetings. 

On Sept 22nd, at the home of Ted Noble, it was announced that Geoffrey Hornseth 
will be the new PG Gty Jr advisor. Darrel Freund reported on the use of Virginia 
Beach Area as a site for the total solar eclipse , March 7th,l970. All juniors were 
reminded that science fair time is coming around again. Now is the time to start 
planning and tO build your display. (letter signs in a professional manner, it adds 
to the overall professional approach) 

On Sunday Oct. 2oth at the Cty Materials Center in Bladensburg the second meeting 
of the PG Jrs. was held. Darrel Freund reported that the va. Beach area offered 
both eleCtricity and shelter for the proposed observation of the total eclipse in 1970. 
It is proposed that be group conduct several observation programs to familiarize 
members with the c::>rrect techniques. After the discussions the juniors had a brief 
session of solar observation with the Countys' excellent Questar telescope. Meeting 
ended with a discussion on various elementary astrophotographic techniques. 
NEXT MEETING OF P.G.Jrs. to be held November lOth. 

Reported by Robert Pariseau "Astra Jr. Reporter" 

1'h'"' lousir1.::ss l'.'P-Ctir.g of NGA 1'1;:,::, M•.ld on S'l.tl:rtl'l.:;, Octob~lr 5, 19:J3 ~ftet· 
the regula~· m~zUu~ Nith Presi.:.ent GeorgH Go\ll:l p;:P.dding. 

nill tolinkler 8wwu;.1ce:d the proe1:rti'l for tim noct r.;eeti.nz. 'rhcr<> \"ill b:': 
a pil.'l'dl of 3 p~ople, one fr:>'•l F.;d.d:a:.c, Virginia; •J\1e fr.:1·.n Prin·.!e Ge::rrgc~s 
Cou ::.ty, <!.ild ,,·;u~ frorJ. }Jo:rtr;:omel:y ,Junior. Colle<J·Ot 1 Haryla· .. d tc :>pei'.k \•l.l 

tea>!hin.s a!Jtl't•ilOl~j' in the schc·:,l3 and th0. concepts thct a.:o the !lt~~~t 

difficult to got across. 
Ge~cge Gould <lsk?d fo:- vollmt~:cr:; to ~.:.::!"\'B .:m cc_~;;:::U.tc~s. Ho:: als~ &~tT!?ttnced 
tha l·a•,:l's of the n:rlJ :n~mbC<r"'. 

On .S."l.turCay, Octd1Zr 19, 196:i, tl>~.'P."t". ~JUl be< th<:: anm1al picmi.~ et N:n:d:>t:~l' 
Bnttbfi~ld r.:rk. Tho p.m:k ~dll be l~.::j;1 O['~'n flo:.: 1..!:1 ttr1c! tho pi.<"nlc ~lill h'! 
t.efore ~un<Ju·,)ii aft;..:; uhi.ch thcJ.'C \·:ill be i.r,:]0sco;>E: Yi<,n:i.ni. In C:ftf>::: ~,( 

rain the picni.c: t-:i.ll ba r.esc:.-h<:dJlcC. fer StJtllcda::r, Octob:~r 26, 19GB. 
Jerry Schn<:ll D:nr.c,ur-c.:o~ ti"1e l'<:>n~:; c-f the llj}~Jlic";J:-:<:_r- f:r>r. n'.Bl:Jb<!;.·shi:i~ in N~:A.. 
1'hE:rc 1o:erc 5 regular, on.:: joint, a>Hl 5 juui.or •~:=Plic.;.ti;m,;.- He at.>IJ f.'-'Vf: 
a trC<:i:lUt''O''l'' s t:cp.o<.t. 'l'h~<r~ is a halaa~.~ in thc NC/'.' tr~u~lUry of $60r;..Ci; 
as of Sep~e;nl•<:r 31. 'J'!lc:o.·~ .,.,.i?re 153 metiiL.,rs ~<~ho r.ad n.>r.F:v.•od, H;·, iofc,lJ!.. 
had s::::nt ~!:CO.Otl fr10n tl~c t~lcsc(•P'-" r.;;,ki.ng c:l,:rs:~ r.nn Leith l~c,llo'•'<~Y h;.d 
srmT. $10,0J t.o lml:l tc.!' the. ,Jn:~l.cr~. J\ trf.'·":IS'Hl•~·· s rep•·l."t '·'lll n:••.=·~·n· 

i1~ Stard·.:st. 

.Tf.rry l!u.::bon t.nd ~iob B~lstc.r \-!ill b:• obscrv~.il6 <1t t~r:: N::val Ob!ler-.-.:torr 
on Octobt:r 9 ?}.ld 10. 

n~•h Hright h<:id recciv<ld a lctt<;r. ft.•om Ho:r· ~\·~~11.:: .:~r,d t·C<hl e...-::cc'.l•t(-; fr::.!.t H, 
Mr. Halls "'';:o-Le t·.Jill: h~ l<~ould \'lake a final' f:iti<l.:l:.!if:l n:p:~::t for NGA. ... 

· ·r· (~ -?·~:·.('_}_~ .. · 
Thn meeting adj.:.u!."ll.-'!:1. R£.Sp'.!ctt:ully S\iln·,;.ttcd ~ , ' (....-·c. I": 

Non;. F .• Kci:.'l, 3~c:!.'Otf'ry 

n~r w~w ~©w ©~$~~~u 
8V ~©~ n~®n 

Space held for future copy 

Short Notes:: from the president 

Have you looked at your November issue of Sky <ind Telescope ? 3.ead the article about 
the AAA at the Hayden Planetarium. Its a wonderful story of the Cevotion of amateurs 
in the promotion of telescope making, observations and building interest in astronomy. 
Hans Christian Adamson was a wonderful person. When I wa::: going to High School in 
1935 my favorite places to visit on Saturday afternoons were the Hayden Planetarium 
and the Modern Museum of Science and Technology. (you pressed a button and every
thing worked.) 

After reading this article, please tell me what programs sound most appealing to 
your interests. Also tell me if you would like to work on a co:nmi:±ee or head the 
group that would have a lot of fun and enjoyment doing whate\~er it is most appeal--to-. . 
I have talked to Father Heyden at Georgetown regarding the proposed Washington 
Planetarium that never got off the ground. We were supposed to get a room in its 
basement or someplace convenient where we could have our nirror grinding classes 
and other optical equipment facilities. Its still not off the ground. I asked Father 
Heyden why our NCA wasn't a member of the Washington Academy of Sciences, since 
we do much more then most of the professional societies in scientific observation of 
natural phenomena, such as variable stars,occultations,Messier objects, the teaching 
of optics through telescope making, etc.,. 

You know what? Father Heyden agreed with me and said he Would do something about 
it. I received a letter a week after our discussion and Father Heyden said that he 
will bring up the matter of our being admitted to the Academy at its next Board meet
ing. Let us pray. 

In reviewing the duties of our c~ub officers, it appears to me that too much of the work 
is concentrated in a few hands. This does not allow a good thing to grow. Your presi
dent would like to see the Constitution and By-Laws changed so that we would elect 
three Vice Presidents as follows: 1st VP for programs and discussions; 2nd VP for 
Membership; 3rd VP for Property management. We have equi:;Jment, supplies worth 
quite a bit of money. We need one person to concentrate on the ma:7~y sources of poten
tial membership. And our present VP has enough to do just plann1ng our meetings, 
discussion groups, observin£; paxties etc.,g In addition there could very well be a 4th 
Vice President in charge of the Junior Division. The constituti::m sh.:ruld be amended 
to allow these officers to serve at least four to eight years.-Tt~eir term of office would 
be for one year and they would have to be elected each year. But some members 
could do an outstanding job if they could be relected for a few years and be able to 
establish a going program. The President will appoint a Constitutio:tal Committee to 
meet and discuss this matter. Anyone desiring to be on this con:mittee please sign 
your name and address at the next mSeting with the Secretary. If you can not make the 
meeting please write to me at my home address. 

See you this Saturday Nov. 2nd. End of short notes. George E. Gould, pres.NCA 


