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FROM P.3 4

Superintendent, Joseph F, Stanfill, Jdr.; Tour Director, Mr. :
No?-man L. Nelsén; Duty Ast.ronomer: ¥r. Seidelmah; Time Service |
Mr. Percival; 26-inch Telescope, Mr. Behall and Projectlonist,

Mr. McClain. ‘

DISCUSSION GROUP REPORTS t

t the February meetli Jerry Hudson, Sheila Duck and Bob Bolater |
gaVehillustragd t.alkgg:m their observations of solar halos, sun
dogs, ice pillars and other atmospheric effects of sunlight. In-
cluded was a series of pictures of the anti-solar reflectlon seen
on the ground beneath Bob McCracken's alrplane. A most unusual
and informative svening resulted.

THE MARCH SPEAKER 3,

_"l ‘

Dr. Donald Fairfield spoke to the NCA on the earth's magnetosphere.
Detailed satellite observations of particle energies and magnetic
field wectors were summarized with graphs. And he emphasized tge
lack of knowledge, which still exists, about the nneutral sheet
interface, separating sun and nonssun- directed flelds in the meo-
magnetic taii. Dr. Fairfield bellevec that auroral-particle stor- -
age in the magnetic field does not play & large part in guroral
‘morphology .

NEW MEMBER: David Nordin, 1225 Guiney 5t. N.E., Washington D.C. L :
20017  (Your acting editor) Phone: 832-8880 (p.m.and evenings} =

5

At the March 1 meeting, the legaligation
of the present name of om* group was a-
galn brought up by the ehairman, George
Gould, as it had been at the February
meeting.

A motion to table the setion till the
April meeting was made by Bob Wright be-
sduse of the seanty turnout eaused by
the snowstorm.

The chairman explained that the elange,

under the advice of of the assistant

'superintendent of corporations in the

Recorder of Deeds! office in the Dis-

— - triet of Columbia, would be far the pro-
testion ofthe soeclety.

S B The reason is that undar the old law,

the group iz not permitted to own property or accept gifts, and in

case of a possible law suit, the eourt emuld order to be sold, o

returned to donors, the property now owned by our group.

The chairman explained that under D.C. law, the only people who

have control of such business mestings are the eleeted trustees,

and they have approved the ruling. But Mr., Gould and others in the

group wanted to "do it properly," and wait for the next meeting.

If the ehairman is sustained in his aetion to make it an organiza-

tional meeting, the vote on the long-overdue action ean be made.

AMENDMENT SUBMITTED
"Mp, Gould said further tlet an amendment had been submitted by
Paat Presidermt Leo Scott, who drew it up and submitted it to Past
President Margaret Noble. The amendment would have enabled the
members to vote by mail to avoid the ballot at the following meet-
ing. It emuld then have been diseussed on the floor.
Relating the history of the name, Mr. Gould sald thet the original
name -- Natiomal Capital Amateur Astronomers' Associamtion -- was
adopted when the group ingorporated in the Bistriet in September,
1937, and was kept for ten years.

The shange was adopted far the sake of brevity, but the associa-
tion members didn't get around to file change with the Reeorder

of Daeda. The actual filing would be ¢alled "reincorporation,?

The new law, Model Corporation Law 1962, allows three years for any
further reinecorporation. Undér the old law, that privilege has
now run out.
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Dinner with the speaker at Bassin's Restaurant, lhith
and Pennaylvania Ave. Reservations by noon Sat., with
Gedrge Gould, 423-8777, or Bill Winkler, 736-3553.

AprilP meeting at Dep't. of Commerce Building Auditor-
iumi 1hth and E St. John F. Meekins will speak on
"Solar X-rays and the Orbiting Solar Observatories.m

Naval Qbservatory viewing through the five-inch tele-
scope. Jim Krebs will be in charge. (Members are
requested by the Navy not to enter any oth the
main building, for registering, and Building 25, housing
the telescopk -~ and to sign out when leaving. We are
reninded that it is a privilege to use their egquipment
and we should eomply with this rule.)

Discussion group at Dept. of Commerce Auditorium: "The
basic equations of stellar astrophysics." A summary
of an excellent series of lectu res| given to unler-
graduates at the University of Chieago in 1965 by a
Terkes' Observatory astronoman)’

Observing through the five-inch telescope. (See abovw,
April 3 note.) Naval Observatory; Larry White will be
in charge. T s Ees el LR UL LD L
Prince George's Juniors meeting at Materials Center
Flanetarium.

Prince Georgel!s Juniors Bus Trip. All reservation”
forms, for the trip must be returned to us by the
April KCA meeting.

....... e

TELWSCUPE MAKING CLASSES, Tuesday nights: Materials Center, Bla-

April 1 , 8, 15, 22

April 4, 11,

densburg,

Md, Ted Noble, Inst, 779-7946

Palisdaes Gommunity Center, D.G. Pri,
nights.: Jerry Schmall, inst. (H.) EM2-
8872; (0.} 557-3144

18, 25

- - - — +

EINSTEIN CHALLEBNGED |

SPEC1AL NOTICE:
League Regional Meeting in June,)
meeting, has nofified George Gould,

(Why you should wamt to attend the Astromomical
George Maurery chairman of the
NCA President, that he will be

one of the featured speakers. Mr. Goulds toplic will be: "Er_gﬁng
He w

the Error of Einstein's Special Theo:

.of Relativity.”

prove his theory that the ¢lock paradox can be shown by varyi
speeds in Newton's celestial mechanics, demonstrat ing \yd.thrgt:gu
in retrograde motion. : .

/' "SPACE RESEARCHER TO SPEAK 3

In March, 1965, SKY AND TELESCOPE published an
excelleont summary of our knowledge of emissions
from the sun, the bulk of the X-ray observations
eoming from rocket rlights. Sinpce then, four
solar observatories have heen put into orbit, de-
sighed to observe in detai} the solar activity
at wavelengths shorter than 4,000 Angatroms,

Mr., John P Meekins will brin% us up to date on
research results in the 1-30D0 Angstrom spectral
region of solar activity when he speeks on:

*golar X-rays and the Orbiting Solar Observatories.

The great variatility of solar X-ray activity is importent as a tool
in "Space-Weather Forecasting" and for 'the clues it glves on the
structure of solar flares and on the actlive corona.

Mr, Meeking 1s gssoclated with Dr, Rohert Kreplin's space Tesearch
group &t the Noval research Laboratory, a group in the forefront of
solar ressarch with rockets and satellites, He actively particlipates
in White Sands Missile Hange operatlons,

P,G.C. JUNIORS' MEETING

On Sunday, February 9, the Prince George's County Junlors held thelr

regular meeting.
would be held on the third Sunday of each month even though the min-

utes would be g month late in Star Dust.

HELD

Forma for the bus trip on Aprit 26 to Edmunds end the Fels Planetar-
- fum were pamsed out and a good turnout was expected.

In the squipment department, two members brought in a palr of 3-inch
objective bincoulars to dlsplay, And the PGC Juniors*' Edmund é-inch
{an inatrument just regently remounted and collimated)} was loaned

N'AV.AL OBSERVATORY

: . . by ¥en Crowley _
‘ * On Tuedday, February 25, over 30 junior amd senior members took
the night tour of the U.S, Maval Observatory. The tour included
a #hort film on the obmervatory's history and a vislt to the U.S.
i master clock. The highlight of the evening, however, was an ob-
« '  serving session with the 267 Clark refractor.

GROUP TQURS

‘ Clear skies permitted unusual views of Messier 42 and the moon.
I We also learned something of the telescope's observing program
‘ under Washington's bright sky.

‘ In conclusion, the National Capital Astronomers would like to ex-
press their special thanks to theme people for a thoroughly in- N

Leresting evening: Superintendent, Capt. J, Maury Werth; Deputy
Ty SEF Yage 4

At this time it was decided that =2ll future meetlngs
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Juniors, cont: frowe PY - . . ' 5

out to two of the members for the next month, sc 1t éan again be
put to good use. In connection with the Messier Objest Observa-
ticn Program of the Junlior Divislon, orders were taken for the book-
let OBSERVE, and the group received instructiona on how to racord
observetions, This program is 1imited to Telescopes of 6-inch, or
smalier aperature,

The PGC Junjors expset to have reaults by their next mesting.

Md.-D.C. JUNIORS VIQIT PLANETARTUM

The Maryland-D.C. Juniors visited the Montgomery Junior College
Planetarium on February 9, 1969, Mr. alen L,Breitler, planetarium
director, spoke to us about coordinate systems. Thelecture helped
to cleer up some of the difficulties some of us are having in
observing the Messier ObJects. All members are reminded to bring
thelr sketohes of Messler Objedts to the next meeting or mail them
to Sheila Duck, 5617 Seminole Street, Berwyn Helghta, Ma. 20740,

YIRGINIA JUNIORS REPORT

On Friday, March 14, the Virglnia Junlors held their meeting, The
main toplc was the up-coming bus trip to the FRANKLIN INSTITUTE
and EDMUND SCIENTIFIC CO.- Members were encouraged to get their
farms filled out and returned to any of the adult advisors or to
Ted Noble. .

The deadline for reservations is the main meeting in April...So,
Juniors...be sure to get your reservations in by the deadline!

@M NN )

NCA TO JUDGE

The NCA wi 1l be judging the astronomy exhibits at four county
seience fairs in Montgomery, St. George's, Fairfax and D.C.;

some in March and some in April. Awards will be one free member-
ship, with Sky and Telescope subscription in hoth the senior high
and junior high divisions.

VICE PRESIDENT CHANGES ADDRESS: William R. Winkler, 4423 Arnold
Road, Apt. Tk, Suitland, Md. (01d address: 469) Homer Ave.} No
change in phone: 736-35%3, home; L40-7272, office.

ITEMKS FOR

Reflector, 6-in.
tripod....$100. %

Field Telescopeilsonn., Car) 2eiss/Turret /with three eyepleces;

with tripod....$125.%

SALE

L

* Dues 12 members} #10.25

“ Less outgo, Feb.

e — .

FINANCIAL STATEMENT: CASH 1RCOME AND OUTGO; FEBLUARY, 1669.

INCOME . CLTG0 .
-TT T KL AND TELESCOPE  $4.00

Obs. Handbooks (8} 8.00 Star Tust . 12,12

Timetables (11) 4,95 Sneaker Dinner 7.00
rostmaster, D.C. !

Total income, Feb.: 23.20 (Deposit) 15.00

Prev. balance{131/69) $588.55 American Ephemeris L .00

_TOTAL: 611.75 Total outgo, Feb.: 48.12

812 .
28, 13591 $563.£3 . Jercme Schnall, treas. 3/3/69
{(Plecase remember to pay your dues -~ J.3.}

Balance, Feb.

WO

— e

{etc.)

SPACE CORNER PROPOSED: UF0a? Wrong-way Satellites?
T N i ¥
Members who see unusual moving objects  in the hexvens are aaked\
-~ are reguested -- to report them to Star Dust thimmonth and to!
your "3pace Editor," David Nordin (see new member } later. You [
are raquested to make the reports as factual as possible, using
if need be, your forefinger held at arm's length for angular
measurement and EKeeping track of time and directions as bewt yo
can, If there are any {or not too many) we'll repart them hetre.
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MATERIAL

NEW SO0UGHT

MEMBERS NOTICLNG ANY BSPECIALLY INTERESTING. NEWS items in publi-
cations other than Sky and Telescope (and
Star Bust} are requested to send a brief
typed or printed summary of them to the
editor in time for clearing them(fa pub-
lisher's permission) Please give source
and date...thanks. .

Fibre tube; slow-motion knob, steel folding

% Contact Robert Arnoid, 1400 South Joyee, Arlington, Va. Phone:

521-1595

-




