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At the March 1 meeting, the legalization 
of the present name of our group was a
gain brought up by the chairman, George 
Gould, as it had been at the February 
meeting • 
A. motion to t-able the action till the 
April meeling was made by Bob Wrignt be
aause of the seB.nty turnout aaused by 
th.e snowstorm. 

_j __ 

Th.e chairman explained that the eliange, 
under tlt·e advice of or t)ae assistant 

1 8uperintendent or corporations in the 
Recorder or Deeds' office in tke Dis

fROM p,3 4 
Superintendent, Joseph F. Stanfill, Jr.; Tour Director, Mr. 
Norman L. Nelson; Duty Astronomer, Mr. Seidelmah; Time Service 
Mr. Percival; 26-inch Telescope, Mr. Behall and Projectionist, i 
Mr. McClain. I· 
D 1 S C U S S I 0 N G R 0 U P R R P 0 R T S 

At the February meeting, Jerry Hudson, Sheila Duck and Bob Bolster 
gave illustrated talks on their observations of solar halos, sun 
do- ice pillars and other atmospheric effects of sunlight. In
cl~~d was a series o£ pictures of the anti-solar reflection seen 
on the ground beneath Bob ~Cracken1 s airplane. A most unusual 
and informative evening resulted. 
THE MARCH SPEAKER 

Dr. Donald Fairfield spoke to the NCA on the e~rth's magnetosphere. 
Deta1led satellite observations or particle energies and magnetic 
field vectors were summarised with graphs. And he emphasized the 
lack or knowledge whiCh still exists, about the "neutral sheet" 
interface separating sun and non-sun· dir.ected 'fields in tha 8eO
magnetic tail. Ur. Fairfield believes that auroral-particle stor-
age in the magnet.ic field does not play a large part in auroral J 

morphology. .L 
NEW MEMBE!!: David Nordin, 1225 Quincy St. N.E., Washington D.C. 
20017 (Your acting editor) Phone: 832-8SSO (p.m.and enningo l ·~· 

--···- ---

~~~~~~~~~G;:-::;-'.- tric-& of Columbia, would be fer the pro
teation ofth.e socie~y. 

-·· ~The reason is that under the old law, 
th.e group iS n~ permitted to own property or accept. gif'te, mnel in 
caee of a p~sible t.w suit, the aourt .uould order to be sold, or 
returned to donors, the property now owned by our group. 
Tke chairman explained that under D.C. law, tm only people who 
haTe control of suck bueiness meetings are the elected trustees, 
&lid they .baTe approTed the ruling. But Mr. Gould and others in the 
group wan"ted to ttdo it properly," and wait for tlte next meeting. 
Ir the ahairman is sustained in kis action to make it an organiza
tional meeting, the vote on the long-overdue action can be made. 

,4 M Fill I> .M Fl'IT'" S U &.M I TT'Fl> 
·Mr. Gould said further tbl"t an amendment had been subll:l..tted by 
Paat President Leo Scott, who dr•w it up and submitted it to Past 
President Margaret Noble. The amendment would have enabled the 
members to vote by mail to avoid the ballot at the following meet
ing. It CDuld then haye been discussed on the floor. 
Relating tke history of tke name, Mr. Gould sa:Ld. that the original 
naae -- National Capital Amateur Astronomers' Association --was 
adopted when the group incorporated in the listriet in September, 
1937, and was kept for ten years. 
Tbt abange wae adopted fer the sake of brevity, but the associa
tioh members didn't get around to file change with the Recorder 
ot Deeds. TAe aetual filing would be ealled "reincorporation." 
Tlle new law, Model Corporation Law 1962, allows three years for any 
f~her reincorporation. Under the old law, that privilege has 
now run o~. 
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Dinner with the speaker at Bassin's Restaurant •. 14tll 
and Pennsylvania Ave. Reservations by noon Sat. w:l:tk. 
Georg! Gould, 4_23-1!7J7,f.or Bill Winkler, 736-3553· · 

Apr:i.iP~ meeting at Dep' t. of Commerce Building J.ucli,or
iumi 14th a!XI E St. John F. Meekins will •POl-k on 
"Soar X-raye and the Orbiting Solar Observatories." 

Naval Observatory viewing througp the five-inck tele
scope. Jim Krebs will be in charge. (Meabera are 
request.ed by the Navy not to .en10...e.r__ any other tb.an tlle 
main buiiding, for registering,· and BUilding 25, housing 
the telescope -- and to sign out when leaving. We are 
reminded that it is a privilege to use their equipment 
and we should comply with th:\,.s rul~.) 

Discussion group at. Dept. of Comaarce Auditorium; "The 
basic equations of stellar astrophysics." A summary 
of an excellent series of lectu, res·l g·iyen to ua:ler
gr•duates at th.e University of Chicago ·in 1965·~~ by a 
Y.erkes: Observatory astronomer.,]·' 

18 8-10 PM Observing through the five-inch telescope. (See abovw, 
April 3 ·~nQ~e.} N~v.al- Obs.~~a:tory:; Larry Jr,'lli~!! _will be 
in charge. · '- ., .· ·· ~ ,.. ___ ~l · ..:.;,_Jl.Y J. £,. u £. -~ _.:..., 

20.~2:00 PM. Prince George's Juniors meeting at Materials Center 
Plane~arium. 

:26 PI·ince George 1 s Juniors Bus Trip. All reservation:~ 
fo·rms; for the trip must be returned to us by the 
Apr~l NCA meeting. 

TELbSCOPE. .toJAK.11:NG CLASSES\ Tuesday nights: .Materials Center, Bla
April 1 , 8, 15, 22 densburg, Md. Ted Noble, !net. 779-7946 

April 4, 11, 18, 25 Palisdaes Community Center, D.C. Fri. · 
nights.: Jerry Schnall, inst. (H.) E112-
M72; (0. l 557-3144 

ZlliSTEIN CHALLENGED/ 

.. j --
SPEClAL NOTICE: (Why you l!dlould want to att~~d ~h~ .Astronomical 
League Regional Meeting in June.) George Maurer~ chairman of the 
meeting, has ~otified George Gould, NCA President, that he will be 
one ~f the featured speakers~ Mr. GouldS topic will be: npry}tnr 
the ~rr?r of Einstein's Spec~al Theory. of Relativity." Hew 
prove· h~s theory that the clock paradox can be ehown by varying 
speeds in Newton's celeetial mechanics, demonstrating with stars 
in retrograde motion. · . 
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I R.E.SEARCHER. TO SPEAK. 

If. In IIUoh, l965, Sirr AIID TELESCOPE published an 
:::~~->._ /,..") . excellent summary ot our knowledge ot emissions 

· .......... , :~"'~;:;:A) trom the sun, the bulk ot the X-ray observations 
' ooming trom rocket tlights. Since then, rour 

l jitf~~\.::~lr\tli'mrt•olez observatories have been put into orbit, de
Sighed to observe in detail the solar activity 
at wavelengths shorter than 4,000 Angstroms • 

'-------
wr. John ~Meekins will bring us up to date on 
research results in the 1-100 Angs~rom spectral 
region ot solar activity when he speaks on: 

"SO~ X-rays and the Orbiting Solar Observatories." 

The gl"eat variabilit7 ot solar x-'ray activity is 1mportent as e tool 
in "Space-weather Forecasting" and tor 'the clues it gives on the 
struotuze ot solar tlares and on the active corona. 

Mr. Meekins is associated with Dr. Robert Kreplin's space research 
group at the N~val research LaboratorY;- a group in the toretront or 
solar research with rockets and satellltes. He actively participates 
in White Sands Missile Range operations. 

P, G. C, 1 UN I 0 R S ' l4EETING HELD 

On Sunday, FebruarT 9, the Prince George's county Juniors held their 
regular meeting. At this time it was decided that all tuture meetings 
would be held on the Lhird sunday or each month even though the min
utes would be a month late in star Duet. 

:rorms tor the bus trip on April 26 to Edmunds and the Fels Planetar
ium were passed out and a good turnout was e·xpected. 

In the equipment department, two members brought in a pair ot J-inoh 
obj8ot1Te binooulare: io display. And the PGC Juniors• Edmund 6-inch 
(an instrument just req~ntly remoanted and collimated) was loaned 

GiOUP TOURS ~!VAL OBSERVATORY 
. , by l(on Crowley _ 

nn'l'ii:tte<ta:.y,Tebi-uary 25, Over 30 junior and senior members took 
the night tour of the U.S. laval Observatory. The tour included 
a lihort film on the observatory's history and a visl.t to the U.S. 
master clock. The highli~t of the evening, however, was an ob
serving session with the 26n Clark refractor. 

Clear aki'"815 permitted unusual views of Messier 42 and the moon. 
We also learned something of the telescope's observing program 
under washington •• brigb.t sky. 

In conclusion, the National C&pital Astronomers would like to ex
press their special thanke to th .. e people for a thoroughly in
teresting_ eveni~: _Superi~_enden!'-..1... Capt. J. Ma.u!Y 'l!erth;. ~eputy 
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out to two or the membere: ror the ne:z:t month, so it Can again be 
put to good use. In connection with the Messier Object Observa
tion Program ot the Junior D1 vision, ordere were taken ror the ·book
let OBSERVE. and the group recei 'Yed 1nstruct'ions on how to record 
observations. This program is limited to Telescopes or 6-inch, or 
smaller aperature. 

The FGC Juniors expect to have results by their next meeting. 

.--~-. -~ 
~d.-D.C. JUNIORS VI$IT PLANETARIUM 

The ¥Aryland-D.C. Juniors visited the Montgomery Junior College 
Plane~arlum on February 9, 1969. Mr. Alan L.Breitler, planetarium 
director, spoke to us about coOrdinate· s;rstems. Thelecture helped 
to clear up some or the dirticulties some or us are having in 
o.bserving the Messier Objects. All members are reminded to bring 
their sketches at Messier Objebts to the ne:z:t meeting or mail them 
to Sheila Duok, 5617 Seminole Street, Berwyn Heights, Md. 20740. 

VIRGINIA JUNIORS REPORT 

on Friday, March 14, the Virginia Juniors held their meetingt The 
main topic was the up-coming bus trip to the FRANKLIN INSTI'fUTE 
and EDMUND SCIENTI·FIC Cfh~ Jdembers were encouraged to get their 
farms filled out and returned to acy of the adult advisore or to 
Ted Noble. 
The deadline for reservations is the main meeting in April ••• So, 
Juniore ••• be sure to get your reservations in by the deadlinet 

( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( { ( 0) ) ) ) ) ) ) )) ) ) )) )) ) 

N C A T 0 JUDGE 

The NCA >d.ll be judging the astronomy exhibits at four o:> unty 
science fairs in Montgomery, St. George ts, Fairfax and D.C·. i 
sar.e in March and some in April. Awards will be one free member
~hip, with Sky and Telescope subscription in hoth the senior high 
and junior high divisions. 

VICE PRESIDENT CHANGES ADDRESS: William R. Winkler, 4423 Arnold 
Road, Apt. T4, Suitland, Md. (Old address: 4691 Homer Ave.) No 
change in phone: 736-3553, home; 440-7272, office. 

ITEMS F 0 R SAL!: 

~- 6 
FlNANCIAL STATEMENT: CA9! lNCOME AND OUTGO; FEBl<UAilY! 1969. 

INCOME 
~2 members) $10.25 
Obs. Handbooks .(S) S.oo 
Timetables ( 11.) ....!t...2l 

0t;1'GO -· 
· -- ".K"[ AND TZL£SCOPE 

st~n" Dust. 
'qpe:::~ln"r Dinner 
PObtmaster, D.c. 

Total income, Feb.: 23.20 
Prev. ba1ance(l61/69) $5SS.55 

(Deposit) 
American Ephemeris 

15.00 
4.00 

TOTAL: 611.75 Total outgo, Feb.: 48.12 
':·Less outgo. Feb. ____!!_~ 

Balance, Feb. 28. ~ $563.63 .Jer0111.e Scb,.ll, treas. 3/3/69 
(Pl~a~e.remember to pay your dues-- J.S.) 

1-~"""-::.--_· ~_==---_. ~~:52-,·§:s 1--AQ.~"N~IgfBEJ~~-/!f;-: -,;~j ~~_.;:~~~_~=~, 
.I 

SPACE CORNER PROPOSED: UFOs? Wrong-way Satellites? (etc.} 

Members who see unusual moving ob.1ects .!~n t.Q.e h..Teg._; .. are asked·\ 
-- are requ·ested -- to report them to Star Dust thi!omonth and to: 
your "Space Editor," David Nordin (see new member } later. Yo~· 
are requested to make the reports as factual .as possible, using~' 
if need be, your forefinger held at arm's length £or angular 
measurement ancf Keeping track o1· time i:lnd directions as belJt yo 
can. If there are any (or not too many) we'll report them here. 

N E W M A T E R l A L S 0 U G H T 

NOTICl~ANY ESPECIALLY lNTERESTlNG NEWS items in publi-
cations other than SkY arid Telescope (and 
Star Dust) are requested to ~end a brief 
typed or printed summary of them to the 
editor in time for clearing them(far pub
lisher's permisflion). Please give source 
and date ••• thanks. 

Reflector, 6-in. Fibre tube; slow-motion knob, steel folding 
tripod •••• $100. * 
Field Telescope1 Somm., Carl Zeiss/Turret/with three eyepieces; 
with tripod •••• ~l25·* 

*Contact Robert Arnold, 1400 South Joyce, Arlington, Va. Phone: 
521-1595 


