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LEAGUE CONVENTION NOTES

Among the interesting things planned for delegates
to the Léague Convention iz a trip to McDonald Observa-
tory in Scenic West Texas at the close of the Conven-
tion. It is the third largest telescope in the world—
having a mirror 82 inches in diameter. The fifth moon
of Uramis and the second moon of Neptune were discovered:
with this mammoth telescope,

We can secure air-conditioned buses {37-passenger)
for the round trip at a cost of $1U.U45 per person. For
an additional $4.00 per person, we can return by way
of the famous Carlsbad Caverns of New Mexico. This
privilege is for reglstered Convention Delegates only
and -you will be admitted to the observatory by your
Convention badge. Anyone preferring to drive his own
car may do so but the same rule applies for admittance
to the observatory. Each person pays for his own meals
and lodgings. Arrangements must be made at the regis-
tration desk,

, OCCULTATIONS
June 2  -Mu Leomis L.KO 7:51% P.i., EST
June 3 127B Virg. 7.1 9:43 P.M., EST
June 29 359B Leon. 6.3 9:48} P.l., EST
July 2 5628 Virg_._ 669 ! 9:22% P.M,, EST
--Morgan Cilley

..A11 of  these are on the dark edgerof the moon. Nr.
C:l.lley furnished us with these and will furnish us with
ccculbation data for the remainder of the year.

. Dr, Markowitz is succeeding Mr. Paul Sollenberger
as head of  the Time Service at Naval Observatory. HCA'ER
Bob Rhynsberger has ’saken a POSlthh with the ¥aval COb-
servatory.

NEW MEMBERS

Griggs, Nelson 10’419 Julep Ave.,Silver Spring,Md.LO-H-0201
Jackson, Edward S. Hg. Co., Hg Bn 9829 Teck, Fit.Belvoir,Md.
Kendall, J.M. 5309 Park Road, Coral Hills (19),Md. HI 7962
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JUNE CALENDAR
Date

7 (Sat.) M“COSMTIC RADIATION", Dr. Herman Yagoda,

' author of Y"Radiloactive Measurements
with Muclear Emlsions," Commerce Aud:.-
tOI‘l'IJJIl 83115 P. Mo

Tnesday and Friday, 7-10 pe m. Telegcope Mzking Class,
Roosevelt High School, Room 319, 13th and Upshur, N. W.
Miss Irene Warthen, Instructor. Telephone ILOckwood
5-1237. Miss Warthen is present on Fridays.

July 3~6 ASTRONCMICAL LEL\.(E}E CONVENTION, DALLAS, TEXAS.

ASTRONCMERS AND PHYSICISTS alike have long been
interested in finding the origin and composition of
cosmic radiation, that strange shower of matter and
energy coming to us apparently from interstellar s;pace.
Dr. Yagoda will discuss the history, composition, and
properties of cosmic rays. Emphasis will be given to
recent discoveries madeé by using special photographic
emlsions. Two-of these findings are the pi-mu meson
decay process and the resence of a component of heavy
nuclei. The talk will ‘be illustrated with typical tos-
mic ray events that have taken place in thé emiisions -
of specially prepared photographic plates. Some of
these plates were exposed on mountain tops and others
were cerried up to the! stratOSPhere by balloons. or
rockets,

W

—y

352




-2 -

Dr. Yagoda is employed at the National Institutes
of Health, Bethesda, laryland, where he is engaged in
the develomment of methods for the study of ionizing
radiations. . Dr. Yagoda gave this same lecture on
WOOSMIC RADIATIONY pefore the Philosophical Society |
a couple of months ago. Several NCA'ers who attended
report the lecture o be unmusually interesting.

1952-1953 COFFICERS

President T _Ja.net Wright
Vice-President . Hoy J. Walls
Secretary "Rath Heisey
Treasurer . _Elizabeth Fazekas

IYLE JOHWSON was elected as trustee.

GRCUP SUBSCRIPTION TO ®SKY AND TELESCOPE" will not

be presented for action at the June meeting as had been
hoped. It may be pOSSlble %o present this desirable
move at an early meeting in the fall.

DISCUSSION GROUPS for the past year ended with
possibly the most interesting one. During the year we
have talked about various phases of observing, buf this
time we did more than talk, 3Bob Wright, in a practice
session for the occultation of May 28, brought stop
watches, a radio. receiver for WWV. signals, a large pic-
ture of the moon, and a disappearing star. ZREighteen
persons enjoyed trying their hand at timing the simu-
lated occultations. It was a sad realization that the’
occultation of v!ay 28 wonld not offer a second chance
to get over "buck fever.®

AUDIT COMMITTEE has been appointed: Alexander -
White and R. Grant McCabe, .
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THE NCA has on order a projection screen for
use at our meetings. This will supplement the slide
projector and collection of slides owned by the NCA.
These items may be borrowed by members who wish to
meke use of them in giving talks. The sereen will
be of the new plastie type, which affords good view-
ing from all angles, rather than the usual glass-
beaded type which provides the Dbest pictures for only
those directly facing the screen. It is hoped that
it will be received in time for use at the next meet-
ing.

REGIONAL CORVENTION for our regiom, the Middle
East Region, will be held in Detroit the week end - -
after Labor Day, September 6~7. Plan now to attend,
¥urther details will be provided later.

. NORTHEAST REGIONAL CCWVENTION was held in
Rochester, New York, over Memorial Day. ¥We expesct o
hear about this convention from some of the following:
Irene Warthen, lMabel Sterns, Grace Scholz, Betty Fa~
zekas, Janet and Bob Wright.

NCA TEIESCOPE MAKING CLASS GETS FULL~PAGE SPREAD ©
IN THE EVENING STAR. The Evening Star of Wednesday,
May 2L, carried a wonderful story, covering sbout half -
a page, of the telescope making clagss. One large
picture showed Irene Warthen and Janet Wright, Janet
checking her telescope and Irens looking om. Another - -
picture showed Wickie Dobi, 10, of Hyattsville, grind-‘
ing his mirror. The arbicle contains an account of
the telescope making class, its accompliskments, its
equipment, and the kinds of grinding that are taught. -
Irene, the article states, is the only woman teaching
such a clasgs. There are approximately 60 telescope
making classes going on throuvghout the country,




