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IUNAR JCCULTATIONS FOR MARCH

igs: Phase B.S.T.

Date ... . Star .. Meg. |
Fob. 29-Mar. 1 2ik G. Vir: 6:4.. 184 R 121168 &M,
Mer. 17 . . 51 . Tan.. 5:6 5.5 .D 9:19.7 P.M.
17.. . 33 Taw .54  5!5.D10:10k.0. DMy

18 N Tau. . 5.1 . 6.5.D 9i27.3 P.M.
19-20 16 Gem 6.1 7.6 D 12:h2.2° AM:
2l-22. .. .23 Lnc . 5.9 9.7 D 2:12.6 .AM,

i Observational Date '

Mercury is to¢ near the sun for obeervation in March,
Vermg is & brilliant object in the veatern sky at sunset
and sets several hours later. Mers is in Sagittarius and
may be seen. low in.the eoutkeaet for a few houre before = .
sunrise. Jupiter is well up in ‘the cast at sunset and
sets a few ho houre vefore sunrise. Saturn riges before _
midnight and ‘1 Past the meridian &t sunriss,- It 19'
statlonary in right ascension on the 12th and will then -
'begin to move westward amorig the stars.

---A, L. White

L. W. HOLLAND writes us from 501 - 32na Avenue North,
St Petersburg 4, Florida. He has jolned the St. Petere— N
burg Astronomere' Club. - He tells of observing CANOPDS '
which is 15 eabove the southern horizon there at’ 9. P, M. B

TEE REV. GEORGE S. RAPIER, S. M. died suddeniy on Feb-
ruary l15. . Although retired, he wes actively engaged. in
astronomical ressarch at tne time of hle death - He had-
requested the Editor. of STAR DUST to prepare a iist of
meteriels on the plenets only 30 daye before his death
He intended mekirng the list available to & group of
people. who was.. 1‘tereeted in estronomy. The Edztor of .
STAR DUST will be glad to forwerd this 1fet to the. group,.._,_’
as Fether Rapler w;eheu, if the group wili 1den ify it~ '
gelf,

***********%*******-*******'****
Jewell Boling, Editor, 1717 P Street, N. W. ¥O 7-9521
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FEBR‘UMRY’ QAIEMAB_._f

Mer. 3 "THE EARTH AS OUR SPACE SHIP," Dr. Lesh Alien,
(Sat ). former Director Williams Obeervatory, Hood Col-

- lege, Frederic,. Meryland, Department -of .Commerce
Auditorium, 8: 15 P S

Mer. 9 GROUP OBSERVING at the NCA 5".-at the Naval
Observatory with Hoy Walle. Youwr NCA member-
ship card will let you in the gate. Time:

. .Beginning about 7:30 P.M. Take a raincheck o
'.in .cesé of overcast skg D _‘;u;_:

Mer. 17 St. Patrick's Day snd begerre "Letis Talk
About the SUN," with Dr. Gant a3 our DISCUS-
SI0N GROUP in the Commerce’ Dept. Foyer,
& P. M,

Bach Saturdey Morning, Te;eeccpe maklng cl&ee at Chevy
Chage Community Canter, 5000 block of Connectlcut Avenue,.
9-12 A. M,  For mors iﬂformatﬂon contact Hoy Walls at
OLiver 2 5395 .

“THE EARTH AS OUR SPACE ‘SHTP" -- Nost paople don't
realize that not only does the sarth movs, but it moves
through space with terrific velocity, Tr. Allen will.
ﬁlecuee the. motions of the earth andshcw how ‘the eetro-
nomers have’ determlned both how faet the edrth s going
and its varied movements. Do you know tﬂat the earth .
is going around the center of the Milky Way at 612,000
miles an hour? In other words, in the thirty eeconde
1t takes for jyou to read this lecture circular (end de-
cide to come to the lecture), the earth has traveled
5,100 miles? Dr, Allen is the former Director Wil-
liams Observatory of Hood Coliege. She has had a long
and distinguished career in astronomy.




-

APPOTIVIMERTS: At the February meeting, armmouncement
wes made of the following eppointménts by NCA' Prexy
Dana Llaw. AS A NOMINATIWG COMMITTEE for next year's
slate of officers:

< a A -

Grace Sholz, Chalrman
Elizabeth Goerner
Glenn Neville

and as Head of & Special NCA Committee to Keep oyr hem- -
bers informed on ASTROVOMICAL PHASES oF TEE INTERNATIONAL
GEOFEYSICAL YEAR:

Leith Holloway
CONVENTION CHAIRMAN for the Middle RBast Region League Con-

vention to be held in Washington the week end of May 5,
with NCA the host society

Mabel Sterns

PR |

MR. G, R, WRIGHT HAS REEN APPOINTED Chairman of the Com~
mittee on Satellite Observing for the Astroncmical League.
He will work directly with the staff of the Smithsonian As-
trophysical Leboratory to lay plans for satellits obssrv-
ing by the amatesur and to coordinete the procedures amd
findings of amateurs in the member BOCletles of the
Agtronomical Laague. '

MRS, ERNEST EDEN HORRIS, SR., sent Valenting Greetings
to the NCA, twenty-five dollars to be used for Printing,
complimentlng Mrs. Alston, Miss Sterns and Mise Boling.
thank you, Mrs. Norris? o

T

Research may then be done updn the precession of the
equinoxes, &nd-upon the motions which make it up. By a-
step-down process, star positions .ars compared wWith po-
sitions of "distant gdlaxiés to’ find’ golar’ drift and’ ga-
lactic rotation components Research i5 "elso done on the
proper métions,.of sters, using the coordirates thus de-
rived and upon stellar distances

: ‘A‘strometry, then, is the found&tlon wpem which mich ™
agtronomical work reats. o i
--~Bob -Moore -

W MEMBERS
‘ A 1 Junlors

*Brnest M Holt 1520 N, l?th Street Arlington 9, Va 'i

JA 5- 3828 _
*Peter Long, 607 Forrester St S E., Washlngton 20 D G
. d0 2- 53&”"
*June Miller, 603 Galveston st., s. E., Washington‘EOZ;DuQu
JO 2-26791 - . T .

CEANGES OF ADDRESS

Bve Cutler, 3417 N. Toronte Street F&lls Church Va
Elizabeth M Fazekas 390? lath St N . npt 1028
Washlnguon 11, D. C

ESTELIE ISHERWOOD is, ;pi_ck:iﬁg up ideas et the Smith- ., |
sonian for Mer science exhibit in April. It will be,
&8 she describes it, a study of Messier nebula and star o
clusters. Estelle has been sky-gazing. sicca- lagt year .
with the 8"-and 4" telescopes that she built to bring
her honorable mention in the District and Prince Georges
SC1ence falre 1ast year, Her 1nvesument was $40. and .
l~ years of work
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PAPERS AND EXHIBITS:FOR MIAMI CONVENTION.. -The Astro=
nomlcal Leagus. has isgued its call for .papers for present-
ation at the. national convention. in Miami. July 2-5, 1§56,
We hope you plan tb come, but even if youidon!t find that:
possible, we'd be glad to find somecne else to read your..
paper for you. -Papers for JUNIORS as well as from REGU-
1AR MEMBERS are. sought.’  Titlee and outiines- of papsrs
should be.sent within & month to: Arthur P. Smith, Jr., -
426 8. W. 26th Road, Miami 36, Florida. I¥ you have:ideas
about exhibits at Miami, pléase . write to: -T..'T Tripp;-
1520 Pouce ds leon Blvd., Coral Gables, Florida.

----Grace C Scholz

ASTROMETRY . At the Februery meeting, members of the
NCA were treated to a lscture. by Mr. Francis Scott who:: .
spoke on astrometry, one of the lesser lmown fields of
astronomicaliworks This science of star position,.ac- .
cording to Mr. Scott, has brought no. startling discov-:. :
eries. Nevertheless, it 18 a keyetone in the structure
of modern astronomy. »

The.prlmary inetrument;of.aetrometrywis the transit
circle, a telescope which is mounted in’ such & way that
only: stars along.its meridian are visible.: In conjunction
with photographic timing devices and measuring circles,
it periits measuremsnts of up to 25 minutes of  src in
accuracy .

In order to make measurements, a system. of. celestial
coordinates must be 85t up.. This dinvoives locating the
celestial pols and the vernal equinox.. The pole is lo-
cated by taking two readinge,. 12 hours apart, of a cir-
cumploar star at its upper and lower culminations, and
taking  the everage of .its two elevatiohs, - Using this
velue, declination .of all stars may be found. Finding
the vernal equinox involves teking. readings on the sun
as related to stars near the estimeted vernal equincx,
and of the polar-distences of ‘the sun;.through the year,
Having taken. readings on 200-300° such stérs,-the positlon
of the vernal equinox 1s computed, uelng the average of
all velues as ine true one. '’ . :

'37.:.

MIDDLE EAST.REGION CONVENTION: in Washingten, May-.
L.6 expected. to. draw a.reoord regietration for the
regional event. That Erid&; evening Internatlonal
Business Machines will show & movile in color of the
history and present use of punch cards and electric
businese machines, followed. by an illustrated lec- . .
ture on.-their application to astronomy o

Obeerv1ng, 1netruments and other topics w1ll
be discussed on Saturday in the Commerce anditorium.
After dinmer together; conventioneers will return to‘
the auvditorium-to hear Dr. Joseph Kaplan. epeek on.-
"The 1. ternatlonel Geophyelcal Year and the Spece
Frontier." . -

A new wrinkle Sunday morning will.be. the workshep
for leaders of junior-astronomers,. conducted by. Benr -
Adelman. ;The: juniors themselves will. have a session.
also... : - . o . e e

Success: of - the . exhiblt will depend largely on
entries from the Wational Capital Astronomers. Dana
Law will supervise-the displays. Start pow to put. -
your scopes and "ingenuities" In gzoed vorking drder-

Besldes making arrangements with IEM; Dr, Gant*a
(1726 M:Street N.W.) is calling for papers on .observy-.. -
ingwg Diecuee W1th hlm what you would llLe to present

Leo Schoenlg, 825 Tripoll Street Pltteburgh Pa
has congented to lead the inetrumentatlon gepsilon.
He inJjects such vitality thet his discussions are
emong the most popular sessions. of, conventions., Let
him know at once what you can add to thet pert of the
program o

Leith Hollowey, Emereon 2 816?, is coordlnatlng
the progrem end planning the junior session. . NCA.
juniors no doubt have some original’ contributions to
make and should gall Mr. Holloway for: time on the
scheduls, . : , :

Continued
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Benjamin Adehnan who has introduce& novel ideas.
in junior programs, will conduct a workshop for

leaders. He also is managing qullc;ty for the con- -

vention.

Frances Heleey is secretary of the convention come
mittee, Nelson Griggs will recommend suitable:accom-
modations, and Mr. and Mrs. John Lund are in cherge of ..
printing and duplloating.h' o :

Betty Fazekas is meklng”errangemente for the din- -
ner on Saturdag, regerving space at nearby restaursnts
for lunch on Saturday, end W1ll engage a photographer '
for the group plcture. ..

Mrs. Lillisn Gregor and'daﬁghﬁer,-Boberta,.wilL; '
supervise reglstration and information. The NCA with
over & hundred members can. booat the convention by
registering well in advance ‘dt “the nominal fee of one
dollér. Registration forms will be distributed-soon.

- “wa-Mahel Sterns, Conventiou Chdirman

PROPOSED CHANGES IN HCA BY-LAWS, preeented at the
monthly meetlng held on February i 1956

The following proposed changee in dues ars: to be
‘effective: September-1, 1956 __The proposed change with
regpect to .two membera of the same family living at the

same address .(Article. I, .Séctions 1{b)(1) and 3{d)), will
be eff'ective immedlately the membership has voted 1ts ap-

proval of - this change.
ARTICIE I

Sectlon l(a) Co '

. CHANGE THE SENTENCE THAT NOW READS. "donior
members-may elect -the prlvilege of S&T in whlch caee the
annual dues shall be $3.50."

TO FEAD: "Junior members may elect the pr1v1lege

of 8&T in which case the annual dues ehall be $4.00,"

-5;'“

'Section 1b) (l) Regular memberehip. PR

CHANGE THE SECTION THAT HOW READS:. '"Ahﬁ{iél
dues,individual, $5.00; husband end wife, $7.00. Two

dollarg of the. above ‘dues ehail be- applled to. the priv- :

ilege of membership that 1ncludas SETLH .o
¢ TO-READ: "Annual dues, indlvidual $5 50
tWwo members of the . BATS . famlly living at tne Bane;. ad—n

'dresa $7.50: Two dollars énd Tifty-cents ofi.the above;

dues’ shall be applied to the priv11ege of memberehip
that includes SKY AND TELESCOPE R

Section l(b)

- CHANGE .THE .SENTENCE THAT NOW BEGINS: "How-
ever present. 1ife members’ may elect ‘this . privilege
upon ‘the payment of $2 00 .per year, provided that.

. ‘PO READ:. "However, present life. membere
may ‘alect this: prlvilege upon the payment of $8 50 per
years: provided that .

wSection 3(b), (¢) and (d)

. CHANGE THESE SECTIONS WHICH NOW BEAD
(b)- Juﬁlor members with S&T 29 cents: per
,month ’

(¢) Reguler members, individual 4o cente .per

SR mDnth.,:
(d) Regular members, husband and wife 58
cents per month. e

-JTO READ

S {b) Junior members W;th S&T 33 cents per.
month - )

'-'(c) . Begulay’ members individual ue cente per

‘ ... month .

- (4): Regular members, two members of the same
family living at the eame address, b3
‘cente per month. T - .

ROBERT T MOORE emerged &g ‘one of the forty rlnallete
in the SCIENCE. IﬁlENT SEARCH. What did it Takat? _"A
questioning, imaglnative mind that wondérs  about -such
things as fitting together " convex congruent . polygons.”

JOEL F. IﬂBhR was one of the 14 in the area who
were @nadug winners of honorsabl: menuion awards.




