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NEW MEHBERS
Regular
Lt. Col. & birs. Charles Cooke 4501 Conn. Ave,,N.W. KE 7-1832
James ¥. Willlamson 5445 38th 8t.,N.W. Wo 6-9729
Junior
Bernard A. Lietz 2107 Beechwood Rd.

W, Hyattsville, ild. HA 2-8586
Faisley Rockwell 520 Glyndon S5i%.,N.E.

Vienna, Va. TU 5-7283

The following junior member has paid dues for senior membership:
i chael Mattingly 4320 Fessenden S5t.,N.W, EM 2-7894

Junior Division

i - DC JUNIORS

The June Convention of the Junior Divislion was held on Sak-
urday, June 13th. The officers elected for 1959-1960 season were
Robert ¥ilkey - Chairman, Michael :.attingly - Secrebtary, Samuel
Friedman - Data-keepsr. Ye wish .tnese officers the best success
for the coming year.

Also discussed at the June Conventlion was the series of
orld Veekends" sponsored by M¥ational Capltal Junior Astronomers
{ BCJA ) in conjunetion with the .Junior Astronomical Society of
England. In addition, several other groups in all parts of the
JUnited States, &8s well as some French Socleties, have been cone-
tacted.There is & possibility that some South American Societles,
especially one in Colurmbia, may participate later in the summer.
The dates of the "World Veekends" will be June 25 - 28, July 10-
12, July 31 - Aug. 2, Aug. 21 - 23. 'The purpose of the "horld
Weekends" basleally 1s to have well coordinated, specifically
desgignated, observing objectives being watched by as many people,
throughout as great 2 section of the world, &s possible.

The NCJA is also assisting Father Francis J. Heyden of the
Georgetown University Observatory in making spectrographs of pla-
nets,and photographing U336 Cygni after midnight each clear.sven-
ing during the summ sr. ——=~ Steve Klingelhofer

Junior Editor

VIRGINIA JUNMIORS

At the ey 22th meeting we elected a new co-ordinator, Fred
Sumner who will replace Jim Grant. Hembers will be informed by
posteard as to place, date, and time of the summer meeting dates,
because we are now trying to obtain a new meeting place.

—=—- June LoGulrato
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EXPLORING THE

SKY

Exploring the Sky is a program glven

by the XNCA in conjunction with the
Recreation Program of the National
Capital Parks. Hembers of the NCA,
such as Jack Leonard pictured at the
left,bring thelr telescopes and cam-
eras Lo these events and make thelr
EKnowledge and enthusiasm available
" to all who are interested. 'They are
also available for advise to astro-
photographers. All NCA members are
urged to get together and to bring
their equipment whenever posslble.
It it is raining the event 1s natur-
ally reined out. If it is hazy, how-

, ever, the prograw is supplimented
Bl with slides or talks. It is a most
enjoyeble way to spend a summer's

John Leonard, NCA mem-
ber,assists two young-
gtera on an execiting
telescopic space trip.

NIGHTS TO

3-10-17-24-31 7-14-21-28
TELESCOFE MARING CLASS - 7:30FNM Fairfax HS, Grady Whitney, insir.

evening, so, do joln usi
Photo by Abbie FRowe, Wat. Pk. Ser.
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AUGUST
Fridays

10 7

OBSERVING AT THE 5" - Naval Obs. - 9 PM - HCA card will admit you
Saturdaya’

25 . 0 1
BEXPLORING THE SKY - NCA Pienic
Ft. Reno Park R Manassas, Va.
40th & Chesapeaks, NW L

9 P

Sunday
) 235
EXPLORING THE 2KY
' 8130 P
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NCA SUMMER PICRIC 4 SATURDAY ¢ AUGUST 1

In September, 1856, we had a "Mars-Plcenle" at Manassas Bat-
tlefleld Park picnlie grounds, and we think our members remember
it as one of the most enjoyable and successful pienics NCA has
ever had.

This was In part due to the very fine attendence of Mars at
its closest proximity to Earth and of 76 members of the NCA with
close to twenby telescopes. The other Ingredients for a perfect
Star Party were also present, namely a completely 1solated area,
high on a ridge, with unlimited room for teleacopes, where light
other than stariight 1s non-exlstent. Here is practically an un=
obetructed view of the sky from horizon to horizon,snd it is dark

enough to see the Ffaintest nebulee and galaxies. In fact, the-

viewing out there on a clear night is so fabulous {(this adjective
is here used literally and advlsedly) that you will +think the
sters so cloge yom most 1likely will bend your head oceassionally
for fear of bumplng them.

Bring the clear night wlth you %together with your teleacope
and the rest cf the femily. Therse are picnic tables and fire
grates with wood In the grove on the hillside so bring a picnic
gupper, but there ls no water so each must haul his own, also for
hand-washing. Don't forget flashlights and galoshes for the dew
is heavy out thers,

We will leave the Commerce Building at 5:30 and expect to be
out there gbout 6:30, Will the members, who can poasibly take
passengers,please atop and give rides to others who do not drive.
Directions: Teke Constitutlon Avenue to Memorial Bridge. Follow
Route 50 across bridge and on to Falrfax. Proceed on Rts. 20-211
through ~ Centrevills to Stonehouse Inn {about 2 mi. beyond end of
divided highway). Turn left at Inn on Route 234 Manassas National
Battlefield Park signs. Go about 9/10 of a mile on Route 234 and
turn right at NCA Plcnle Sign and follow picnic arsa signs past
ruing of Chin Homse to the end of road and you are there. Do not
hesltate to ford the tiny creek -~ we have alresdy trled it.

ama= Tove Neville

IR N EEE N
OPTICAL EQUIFMENT DOWATED TO NCA

Frank A, Case, a former employee of the Bureau of Standards,
and primarily an optlecal desligner,has made the NCA the recipients
of optical equipnent worth from seven hundred and fifty to one
thouaand dollars. Mr, Case and Mr, Hobinson, another employee of
the Buresu, formerly were the owners of their own optical shop,
Robinaon & Cese. When Mr. Case declded tio retire to Florida, they
donated thelr machines to the NCA, It is being stored,at present,
at the Chevy Chase Community Center, and has been placed under
the direction of Mr. Hoy ‘Walls., It wlll later be made available
t0 NCA members who have speclal projects which justify the use of
the machinery. :

Among the pleces of equlpment obbtalned are the following:
grinding table and spindle, & drlll press and a mud saw for cub-
ting glass, g table with a hand-turned spindle, an edging machine
which grinds and centers the leéns, radlal scribers, sn interfero-
meteor, an autocollimator which is used for adjusting lens, and an
electrle polishing machine. We also obbteined many necessary ac-
cesgorles such as carboraundum, laps, rouge, glsss and quartz.

The NCA 1s most thankful for this generous gift and hopes to
make importent use of 1t once a good location for setting up the
equlpment 1s established. «www Leo Beott
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NCA TEACHES TEACHERS

On June 1-5, two members of the NCA, Ben Adelmen and Bob le-
Cracken, were invited to meet with the thirteen elementary school
science teachers of D.C. The purpose of the course was to give
these teachsrs an interest in teaching astronomy and to show them
the various ways in which it could be taught. Naturally, it would
be impossible to teach astronomy in that period of time, but the
teachers were femillarized and brought up to date in Astronony
Today., Mr. Johnson, the D.C, science supervisor, 1s keenly in-
terested 1n improving &the science currieulum and there seems to
be a shifting of genersl science to the elimentary grades with
some science speeclalization in the upper grades.

X R

LUNAR OCCULATIONS FOR JULY AND AUGUST

Date Star Hag. Phase Age Time({E.S.Ts) _P
July 11 31 B Vir Bad D 5.9 8:11.5 EM 141°
14 Mu Lip f 5.8 D 9.0 10:38.8 PM 130°

15 BD-16°4151L 7.4 D 10.0 8:10.7 EM 1559
21-22 968 {Agqr) 6.5 R 16.2  2:311.5 AM 204°
2425 44 Psc 640 R 19.3 2:50.2 AM 222°
Aug., 9 BD-7°3643m Ted D 5,4 7:143.8 PM 44°
11 BD-15°4118 6e8 D 7.4 B83;23,0 BW 799

14 95 B, Sgr 5.8 D 10.5 9:13.7 M 350

14 BD-18°4986 7.0 D 10,5 9:37.0 EM 84°

14 BD-19°%5047var 6.5-7.3 D 10,5 10:12.2 PM 142°

23 Xi Ari 5.5 R 19,6 11:04.0 PM 241°
26-27 318B Tau 5.7 R 28,7 2:47.3 AM 244°
27-28 130 Teu 5.5 R 23.7 2:38,0 AM 263°
28.29 26 Gem 5.1 R 24,8 4:31.6 AM 314
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HATIONAL ASTRONOMER'S CONVENTION

Itt's not too late to plan an especially exciting summer va-
cation in the beautiful Rockles. For Colorado, the top of the U.
S,, will be host to the Amatéur Astronomers on Auguat 28 - 3L at
the beautiful Iniversity of Denver. Exhibits, meetings, banquets,
and star parties will be pert of the meny attractions te be found
in Colorado during the Convention. Consequently, there may be a
shortage of rooms. 8o, if you're Iinbderosted, make reservations
with Ned Onstott, 2421 Second Avenue, Pueblo, Colorado.

There will be smple space for the exhibit of exceptional am-
ateur equipment and the NCA should be well represented. If you
are interested, write Lo the Convention Chairman, Henry . lske,
2273 S, Fillmore St., Denver 10, Colorado.

{Condensed from an article by Xen Steirmetz in SKY AND TELESCOPE}



